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CAMPUS NEWS

PROFS AND STUDENTS TO CHART NEW COURSE

feats

CULTURAL EXCHANGES—At the invitation of Shanghai’s East
China University of Science and Technology, Professor of
Religion Yu d i t G r e e n b e r g
traveled to China and Tibet
to teach her course Love,
Eros and Religion in a Crosscultural Dialogue . While
there, she also delivered a
lecture at the Institute of
Jewish Studies at Nanjing
University. Her journey
included stops in Beijing,
Xian, and Lhasa, Tibet,
where she met with anthropologist Leigh Miller and
attended the opening of her
Greenberg (r) with a Tibetan pilgrim
art show, Inside Out, featuring local Tibetan artists.
Jennifer J. Petters Associate Professor of International
Business I l a n A l o n was invited by the Taipei Economic &
Cultural Representative Office in the United States to join a
delegation of visiting scholars to Taiwan in January 2007. He
was also invited to be a non-resident visiting scholar this fall
at Harvard University Kennedy School of Government’s
Mossavar-Rahmani Center for Business & Government - Asia
Programs, where he will give presentations on China to Harvard
fellows and students and coordinate additional cooperation
between Harvard University and Rollins College. Alon’s case
“Master International Franchising in China: The Athlete’s Foot
(A)(B)” has been selected to appear in the fourth edition of the
textbook Entrepreneurship.
PUBLISHED—Assistant
Professor of Politics E r i c a
B o u r i s ’s new book, Complex
Political Victims, was released in
February. In it, Bouris reexamines
the role of the victim, reframing
major events such as South
Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, the Holocaust, and
the war in Bosnia to take into
account the “complex victim.”
Her work was exhibited last spring
at the annual meeting of the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l S t u d i e s Association in Chicago.
WISH GRANTED—Assistant Professor of Modern Languages
and Literatures G a b r i e l B a r r e n e c h e was awarded the College’s
prestigious Hugh and Jeannette McKean Grant for 2007-2008.
The competitive grant awards a faculty member a $10,000 cash
stipend to undertake a research project, artistic work, or teachingrelated project that contributes to the mission of the College.
Barreneche’s project will be centered on the perceived inability
of programs to make languages (specifically Spanish) relevant
to today’s college students. Barreneche will create video clips of
interviews with Spanish speakers from the local community and
around the world that will be used to enhance Spanish language
instruction at Rollins. He will also train colleagues on how to
conduct digital interviews during travels abroad.
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STEPHANIE DUESING

FACULTY

Lee Lines (l), Associate Professor of Environmental Studies and Diane and Michael Maher Associate
Professor of Distinguished Teaching, and Barry Allen, Associate Professor of Environmental Studies

BRAVE NEW WORLD
THE

WAY

LEE LINES

AND

B A R RY A L L E N

S E E I T,

environmental studies is the ideal arena in which to experiment with
a total-immersion interdisciplinary curriculum.
This fall, they will have the opportunity to test that theory when
they become the entire faculty for 14 first-year students in an
experimental, semester-long scholarly adventure that will encompass
economics, politics, geography, and ethics. In four courses—all with
Lines and Allen—students will look at the relationship between food
and sustainability.
Each professor will teach two courses, and each will attend the
other’s classes as a student. It is the ultimate in interdisciplinary
education, where everyone will be engaged in the same pursuit
throughout the entire semester.
In planning sessions, Allen and Lines realized this educational
structure was about as close to ideal as one could imagine—partially
because of its lack of structure. “If we have no other commitments, and
they have no other commitments—we are free to create an optimum
learning experience outside the realm of traditional education,” Allen
said. “The students will play a vital role in how the experience unfolds.”
Unfettered by conflicting class schedules, sometime around
mid-semester students and professors will pack up and head west for
two weeks to study both large-scale and organic agriculture in the
Pacific Northwest.
Lines has a Ph.D. in geography, Allen in economic history. From
these perspectives, the students will experience four courses—The
Environmental Crisis in its Cultural Context, The Political Economy of
Food, Culture and Agriculture, and Landscapes of the American West —
that meet Rollins’ general education requirements.
The two environmental studies professors, who have a combined
tenure of 36 years at Rollins, are excited about this experimental
course of study that has been designed in the bold spirit of curricular
renewal currently under way at Rollins. “The College is very
supportive of educational innovation and risk taking, both inside
and outside the classroom,” Allen said. Lines added, “We’re really
excited to be at a college where we can actually do this kind of
thing, a place that supports this kind of initiative.”
Just another example of how Rollins is leading the way in
defining the liberal-arts curriculum of the 21st century.
—Stephen M. Combs ’66

ROBERT HARTLEY PHOTOGRAPHY

…and $5 million
to grow on

Thinking outside
the bubble

THE HAMILTON HOLT SCHOOL

Rollins will no longer require
SAT, ACT scores

HAS

received the largest gift in its history and
the second largest outright gift in the history
of the College: $5 million from Alan
(l-r) Rollins trustee Alan Ginsburg, Dean
Ginsburg, Rollins trustee and member of
of the Hamilton Holt School Sharon Carrier,
the Holt School’s Board of Advisors. The
and President Lewis Duncan
gift will endow a scholarship fund and promote
curriculum and faculty development, as
Tr u s t e e ’s g i f t w i l l t r a n s f o r m
well as fund a matching challenge gift for an
Hamilton Holt School
endowed faculty chair in Jewish studies.
Ginsburg, the CEO of CED Companies in Maitland, has been a member of the
Hamilton Holt School Board of Advisors since 1995 (serving as chair from 1998 to 2000)
and a Rollins trustee since 2006. “I’m glad my family and I can help people continue their
education at a terrific school,” Ginsburg said. “I believe very strongly in the Hamilton
Holt program and hope this will help make a difference in the future lives of some of our
very worthy students.”
“This is an exceptional investment in our students and our mission,” said Rollins
president Lewis Duncan. According to Holt School dean Sharon Carrier, Ginsburg’s support
will transform the School, which offers undergraduate and graduate degree programs for
adult students. “Alan’s extraordinary gift will provide endowed scholarship funding that will
benefit students for years to come and resources for strategic development of Holt programs
and faculty,” she said. Approximately 10 percent of the School’s 1,300 students receive
scholarships. Ginsburg’s gift will increase total scholarship support by 50 percent.
—Jeni Flynn Hatter

IT’S WAY TOO EARLY ON A SATURDAY MORNING,

Bright futures

ASK ALLISON SCHILL ’07 OR ELIZA BUCKLEY ’07

STEPHANIE DUESING

Two Rollins students earn prestigious
Fulbright Scholarships

what she’s doing after graduation, and you’re sure to
receive a megawatt smile. Both were selected as recipients Schill ’07 (l) and
of prestigious Fulbright Scholarships. For Schill and Buckley ’07
Buckley, the award means a yearlong international
assistantship teaching English—Schill in Germany, and Buckley in South Korea. It’s a
dream come true for the committed young scholars.
“It’s the opportunity of a lifetime to explore a field of interest to me in a country that
I would not normally have an opportunity to visit,” said Buckley, who drew the attention
of the Fulbright judges for her work with children from Russia and Afghanistan, as well
as her experience teaching in Germany and Eastern Europe. “Eliza’s passion is education
for children in an international setting,” said Director of External and Competitive
Scholarships Jayashree Shivamoggi. “She really knows how to reach out to children of all
ages and backgrounds.”
Schill conducted extensive research on teaching German as a foreign language and
presented at a workshop on the topic with Nancy Decker, associate professor of modern
languages and literatures, at the German School Language Conference in New York last
fall. “Being a Fulbright Scholar is an affirmation of my efforts as an undergraduate, an
opportunity to explore another culture, and a challenge to continue setting academic goals
for myself,” Schill said. Upon her return from Germany, she plans to pursue a doctoral
degree in education.
The Fulbright Program, sponsored by the U.S. Department of State, is the largest U.S.
international exchange program offering opportunities for students, scholars, and professionals to pursue international graduate study, advanced research, university teaching, and
teaching in elementary and secondary schools worldwide.—Mary Wismar-Davis ’76 ’80MBA

and after months of anticipation, maybe
even a crash course, you sit down at a
desk, pull out your No. 2 pencils, and stare
nervously at a sheet of endless rows of
empty bubbles. Then come the words
“You may begin”—and the race is on.
Even the memory of taking the SAT
is enough to send shivers up the spines
of most college students. But the
pressure is off for future high school
seniors applying to Rollins.
Rollins announced this spring that it
is joining the ranks of the more than 700
colleges and universities across the
country that have waived the requirement of submitting SAT or ACT scores
for college admission. Instead, applicants
may opt to submit portfolios that provide
insight into their particular strengths. “It’s
a decision that makes sense,” said Dean of
Admission and Enrollment David Erdmann.
And it’s one he feels good about.
Standardized tests are not necessarily
fair across the board, he explained.
“One student may not have had the
opportunity or resources to take an SAT
prep class, while the girl next to her did.
Also, some students just aren’t good
test takers.”
Rollins’ change in policy came after
studies determined that the correlation
between the SAT scores and College
GPAs of Rollins students was not significant enough to justify the weight previously
put on SATs in the student-selection
process. “It is too easy to be distracted
by low test scores that are not accurate
predictors of a student’s college
academic potential,” Erdmann said.
Rollins applicants who choose not to
submit test scores must instead send a
graded paper from a core academic
course taken in their junior or senior year
and a portfolio reflecting a talent or
accomplishment. This might take the form
of artwork, poetry, or even a DVD of the
applicant’s dance recital. “In the past,
we’ve had applicants come to the office
and sing for us—one even played the
bagpipes,” Erdmann said. “This kind of
thing paints a much bigger picture of a
student than an SAT score.”

—Mary Wismar-Davis ’76 ’80MBA, with
contributions from Daniel Pauling ’08 and
Ann Marie Varga ’82
SUMMER 2007
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Novel contribution

Crummer celebrates
50 years in business
IN 1957, ROLLINS COLLEGE

Writer-in-residence and Winter With the
Writers guru begins new chapter

GOT DOWN TO BUSINESS—

STEPHANIE DUESING

the teaching of business, that is. Fifty years later, there’s a lot to
celebrate. From its humble beginnings in a small cottage called
Sparrell House, the Crummer Graduate School of Business
has evolved into one of the most prestigious MBA programs in
the country.
Business was growing rapidly in Central Florida in the mid1950s, and with it, the need for business-management education.
“Rollins recognized this need and responded in a profound way,”
said Craig McAllaster, dean of the Crummer School, of the bold
decision by the small liberal-arts college to establish a business
school. Led by its first dean, Charles Welsh (1958-1977), the
business school quickly earned credibility, and caught the attention
of former Winter Park businessman Roy E. Crummer, who gave a
$1-million gift to Rollins in 1964 for the construction of a building
for the program. Crummer Hall opened its doors the following year,
providing the business school a permanent home in which to
flourish and grow.
Flourish it did, and after years of offering both undergraduate
and graduate classes, in 1980 the Crummer School became a
graduate school exclusively while remaining an integral part of
Rollins College. Crummer’s status as a first-class business program
was affirmed in 1985, when Rollins earned accreditation from
AACSB International, the premier accrediting agency for business
schools. Then came the icing on the cake: in 2000, Forbes
magazine listed Rollins’ MBA program as one of the top 25
graduate business programs in the country for return on
investment. A year later, it was the only graduate program in
Florida to appear in the Forbes rankings.
To date, more than 5,400 students have graduated from the
Crummer School, which now offers four distinctive MBA programs, boasts a distinguished faculty of more than 35, and offers
innovative programs in leadership, management, entrepreneurship, philanthropy, and executive education (the Bush Executive
Center was added to Crummer Hall in 2001 through a leadership
gift from the Edyth Bush Charitable Foundation, Inc.). In recent
years, the program has become international in scope, drawing
students from as far away as Turkey and China, offering a strong
component in international business, and providing nearly all of its
students an opportunity to conduct international study or work on
an international consulting project.
Sounds impressive. But for Crummer, it’s just business as
usual.—Mary Wismar-Davis ’76 ’80MBA

(l-r) Rollins Trustee Bill Bieberbach ’70 ’71MBA, Dean of the Crummer
School Craig McAllaster, and Margarita Davis ’68 ’69MBA, Crummer’s
first female graduate, at a celebratory 50th-anniversary luncheon
4
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FOR 67 YEARS, ROLLINS HAS HOSTED
an award-winning visiting-authors
series, bringing distinguished writers to
campus to share their work and
expertise with members of the Rollins
and Central Florida communities. For
the last four of those years, the guiding
force behind the program has been
Irving Bacheller Professor of Creative
Writing and writer-in-residence
Connie May Fowler, herself a noted
Fowler
author. This summer, Fowler begins a
new chapter of her life as she leaves the
world of academia to return to full-time writing.
Well known for her novel Before Women had Wings, Fowler has
nurtured young writers at Rollins and elevated Winter With the Writers:
A Festival of the Literary Arts (WWW) to new heights. During her
tenure, the WWW lineup included such notable authors as Kaye
Gibbons, Nikki Giovanni, Edward P. Jones, Michael Ondaatje, and
Tobias Wolff. The 2007 season featured novelist, poet, short-story
writer, and screenwriter Russell Banks; novelist, poet, and essayist
Colson Whitehead; novelist and short-story writer Bobbie Ann
Mason; and novelist, memoirist, and children’s-book author
Esmeralda Santiago.
Fowler developed a format for the literary program that engaged
faculty, students, and the local community. In addition to organizing
readings, interviews, and discussions with authors during their campus
visits, she created an internship program that gave Rollins students the
opportunity to meet personally with and have their writing critiqued
by these writers.
“Connie May brought a powerful love of writing, a generosity of
spirit toward budding writers, a great collection of connections to other
writers of note, and a genuine desire to give prominence to Rollins,”
said Professor of English Twila Papay. Thousands of Central Floridians
were enriched by the authors’ readings and interviews with Fowler,
which were videotaped and broadcast on Vision TV, the Orange
County government arts, information, and education network.
Fowler wrote her most recent novel, The Problem with Murmur
Lee, published by Doubleday in 2005, while teaching at Rollins. In
2002, she published When Katie Wakes, a memoir that explores her
escape from an abusive relationship. Among her novels, three of which
have been Dublin International Literary Award nominees, are
Remembering Blue, which garnered the Chautauqua South Literary
Award, and Before Women had Wings, recipient of the 1996 Southern
Book Critics Circle Award and the Francis Buck Award from the
League of American Pen Women. Fowler adapted Before Women
had Wings for the screen for Oprah Winfrey; the result was an
Emmy-winning film starring Winfrey and Ellen Barkin. Her work
has been translated into 15 languages and published worldwide. She
is currently writing her seventh book, a novel, which is scheduled
for release next year.
Reflecting on her time at the College, Fowler said, “I’ve learned
new things, loved my students, made lifelong friends, and gathered lots
of new material. Rollins has given me more than I could ever write
about.”—Jeni Flynn Hatter and Mary Wismar-Davis ’76 ’80MBA

SINCE

last time

STEPHANIE DUESING

BRIGHTENING THE WORLD’S FUTURE

(l-r) Kim Dirschka ’10, David Hurley ’07HH, Sara Shaw ’07, and Scott Bianconi ’07

Students channel their
energy into solar project
WHEN S ARA S HAW ’07

ENROLLED IN THE COURSE

Environmental Crisis and Its Cultural Context her first semester at
Rollins, she had no idea how that one class would influence the rest
of her life. “It opened my eyes to many issues—especially the loss of
biodiversity and extinction,” she said.
Instilled with the desire to make a difference in the world, she
immediately signed up for the College’s environmental club,
EcoRollins, where she joined the effort to establish solar energy at
Rollins—a project that had taken shape under the leadership of Tyler
Kartzinel ’07 and guidance of Associate Professor of Environmental
Studies Joe Siry. After four years spent developing a plan, including
researching data to support its feasibility and energy efficiency, Shaw
and her colleagues realized the fruits of their labor in February 2007
when approximately 20 students, faculty, and staff spent four days
installing solar panels on the roof of the Bush Science Center.
According to Siry, the panels will definitely have an environmental
impact. “They produce about 1.6 kilowatts per day on average—
enough to run the fluorescent lights in one of the science labs,”
he said. But just as important, he explained, they will have an
educational impact. “During the year, we will have students trace
how much energy is being used, how much electrical energy is being
saved. Hopefully, this will lead to other similar projects here.”
Shaw, who served as president of EcoRollins this past year,
graduated with a degree in environmental studies and is now
working with the sea turtle program at Mote Marine Laboratory in
Sarasota, where she interned last summer. “Most of my background
has centered on environmental issues related to Florida,” she said.
“I’d like to work to make sure that important areas and species here
are conserved.” Kartzinel, winner of a Morris K. Udall Scholarship
his junior year, has received a Presidential Fellowship to pursue his
Ph.D. at the University of Georgia’s Institute of Ecology.
—Mary Wismar-Davis ’76 ’80MBA

Rollins was one of 18 institutions selected by the Association of
American Colleges and Universities (AAC&U) to participate in
the C o r e C o m m i t m e n t s L e a d e r s h i p C o n s o r t i u m, a national
initiative on educating students for personal and social
responsibility … During the January intersession, R o l l i n s
Relief sponsored its fi fth tr i p to N e w O r l e a n s to assist with
Hurricane Katrina recovery and rebuilding efforts … Faculty
news: Steve Phelan, professor of English, r e t i r e d f r o m
R o l l i n s this year after 36 years of teaching, as did J u d y
P r o v o s t, professor of counseling in graduate studies, with 31
years of service, and director of academic internships S h e r r y l l
F i s c h e r, who joined the College in 1992; Associate Professor
of Music Daniel Crozier received a 2007 Individual A r t i s t
F e l l o w s h i p from the State of Florida; J a s o n B y r d, adjunct
faculty member in the biology department and a forensic
entomologist, assisted in the production of the CSI f o r e n s i c
s c i e n c e e x h i b i t touring science museums across the country;
Associate Professor of Graduate Studies in Counseling A l i c i a
M . H o m r i c h was named a F e l l o w o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n
f o r Specialists in
Group Wo r k (ASGW), a
division of the American
Counseling Association;
Russian publisher
A z b u k a published four
p a i n t i n g s by Professor
of Modern Languages
and Literatures A l e x
B o g u s l a w k s i on the
covers of a four-volume
edition of novels and
essays of Sasha Sokolov
… New appointments:
D o n n a L e e , formerly
director of multicultural
affairs, was named dean
o f s t u d e n t a f f a i r s after
serving as interim dean
for the past year; Donald J. Hale was appointed d i r e c t o r o f
development of the Crummer Graduate School o f
B u s i n e s s; Leon Hayner was named d i r e c t o r o f r e s i d e n t i a l
l i f e; L a u r i e J o y n e r, formerly associate dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences at Loyola University New Orleans, was
named dean of the facu lty … Rollins hosted: the C o n g r e s s
for the New Urbanism, which drew more than 200 experts to
discuss planning issues; the first meeting of the newly
established P r e s i d e n t ’s L e a d e r s h i p C o u n c i l , an advisory
council of alumni, parents, and friends
that will meet periodically to discuss
campus initiatives, chaired by Vi c t o r
Z o l l o ’ 7 3 … Rollins welcomed the
following speakers and performers to
campus: J a m e s H o w a r d K u n s t l e r,
author of The Long Emergency and
The Geography of Nowhere; poetartist-architect Vi t o A c c o n c i; rapper
Professor Griff, who asked, “Music,
Madness, Money or Mayhem?”;
Zollo ’73
Grammy Award-winning trumpet
player Randy Brecker, who performed in the Rollins College
Jazz Series; historic-preservation authority D o n o v a n
R y p k e m a; Thomas P. Johnson Distinguished Visiting Artist
D a n i e l R e e v e s, digital technology artist and three-time
Emmy Award winner; and Sudanese refugee and former
slave S i m o n D e n g.
SUMMER 2007
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THEN AND NOW

Take a walk down memory lane and catch up on
the current whereabouts and activities of your
favorite Rollins professors.

—By Warren Miller ’90MBA

Robert G. Carson
Professor of Physics

6

Gloria A. Child
Associate Professor of Mathematics

In true liberal-arts fashion, Bob Carson has spent his career
demonstrating that science isn’t just for scientists. “I’ve always
enjoyed getting the ideas of science across to other people, regardless
of audience,” Carson said. “I’ve taught a course for elementaryeducation majors in science, most of whom are women. Women
don’t mind the biological sciences, but sometimes they fear the physical
sciences. I try to teach them that it’s okay to make mistakes. Science
doesn’t have all the answers.” Another of Carson’s science-for-nonscientists courses, Nuclear Power, Nuclear Arms and Nuclear War, has
been one of the more popular classes on campus since it debuted in
the late 1980s. “I thought the course would die once the Soviet
Union fell, but nuclear power and arms are still at the top of the
news,” said Carson, who was one of 18 physics professors in the
Southeast invited to meet with policy makers in 1988. Now,
someone else will have to take over the course. Carson, who has
taught at Rollins since 1972, retired at the conclusion of the 20062007 academic year. The former chair of the physics department was
twice named an Arthur Vining Davis Fellow and received the
prestigious Hugh and Jeannette McKean Grant, which he used to
develop Conceptual Physical Science for elementary-education
majors. This summer, Carson will switch from molding thought
processes to molding clay: he is building a house in Santa Fe, New
Mexico and plans to sculpt on a daily basis. “Sculpting allows for
creativity, and gets me away from the equation part of my brain,” he
said—although he admits he’s likely to teach again on an adjunct
basis. “I’m like the dog that always chases the car, and one day catches
it, then realizes he hadn’t thought ahead about what to do with the
catch!” he said of his recent retirement from the academy. “I really
enjoy students and can’t imagine giving up teaching entirely.”

High-school calculus should be a group activity focused on
concepts, rather than the laborious, memorization effort it usually
is. Associate Professor of Mathematics Gloria Child, who has
taught at Rollins since 1977, has devoted her career to providing
and producing textbooks and class materials to achieve that goal.
“I’ve always involved students in the development of my teaching
materials,” said Child, who won an Arthur Vining Davis Fellowship
for teaching excellence in 1995. “They said, ‘Why don’t you make
a book out of this? It’s so much better than the book we’re using.’
The problems are integrated in the discussions, not at the end of a
chapter, as they usually are. The structure of the textbook promotes
active learning.” Child has taught Pre-calculus, Calculus I, and
Calculus II, as well as Applied Calculus and Linear Algebra
Mathematics for Elementary Education. She started writing her
own textbooks for her classes 13 years ago, doing all the typing and
proofreading of the texts, which are published by Rollins’
Publishing Center. But Child stresses that the students have
written the books with her. “Each section has an introduction that
the students and I do together,” she said. “We put the pages in a
binder so that the students can include their own notes within
the chapters. That way, they’re creating their own textbooks.”
Child, who retired at the end of the spring semester, plans to take
a year off from teaching. Then, she will work on expanding the
usage of her concept-oriented textbooks in the Central Florida
area’s private high schools. “Teaching at Rollins has been a great
experience for me,” she said. “Everyone has encouraged my work.
Plus, I’ve been able to work with my husband [fellow math
professor Douglas Child], which has allowed us to talk about
teaching issues. You never get stale.”

“Over the time that I’ve been teaching, physics has become
more and more of a group effort, rather than an individual
discipline,” Carson said. “One reason is that the experimental
apparatus is so expensive that it has to be amortized over a
number of institutions. When I did my dissertation using the
accelerator at Brookhaven National Laboratory in New York,
we had to scan thousands of photos by hand. It’s all computerized today. Physics is too easy! I tell students that they have
more computing power in the palm of their hand than existed
in the state of Florida in the 1970s.”—Bob Carson

“I’m a big fan of group activities. Most students only
understand one way of doing things. In a group setting, when
students come up with different answers, they can teach each
other and learn from each other. The education class that I’ve
taught isn’t a methods course—it’s a math-concepts course.
Developing course material is a continuous process. That’s
what I find exciting about teaching—finding what’s working
and not working. I’m still doing that.”—Gloria Child
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NATE WEYANT

SPORTS SCENE

NATE WEYANT

Basketball teams repeat as SCC champs
FOR

THE SECOND STRAIGHT

year and fifth time in the past
six seasons, the Rollins
m e n ’s
basketball
team
hoisted the Sunshine State
Conference trophy in 2007.
Led by one of the nation’s
best offenses, the Tars posted
a record of 25-7 and earned
the second seed in the NCAA
South Region Tournament,
advancing to the semifinals.
The regular season was highlighted by the Tars’ first-ever
live nationally televised game,
a 73-66 win over Eckerd
College in Warden Arena.
Jonny Reibel ’08
Coming off an undefeated
season—the first in SSC history—the Rollins w o m e n ’ s b a s k e t b a l l t e a m earned their seventh SSC crown in the past nine years
and made their fifth straight trip to NCAA Tournament play. The
Tars’ 24-7 record marked their 10th consecutive 20+-win season.

Te n n i s : The Rollins College
m e n ’ s t e n n i s t e a m made a
return trip to the NCAA
Tournament this year after
finishing their 2007 campaign Tasi Purcell ’07
with a record of 19-9 overall
and 4-2 in the Sunshine State Conference. The w o m e n ’ s t e n n i s
t e a m enjoyed another successful year, compiling a record of 225 in season play and 5-3 in the Sunshine State Conference, and
earning a spot in NCAA postseason play.
R o w i n g : The Rollins rowing teams enjoyed one of the most successful seasons in recent history, garnering a record number of
medals. The m e n ’ s JV 4 went undefeated in the spring season,
while the Varsity 4 was third at the FIRA Championships and
advanced to the semifinals of the Dad Vail Regatta. Rollins captured the Metro Cup over cross-town rival UCF, winning three of
four races. The w o m e n ’ s Varsity 4 won the Head of the
Chattahoochee and the Rollins New Race, and placed second at
the FIRA Championships, while the Varsity 8 won the Rollins
New Race and FIRA Championships. The highlight of the season
came as the women’s Varsity 4 finished fourth in the Grand Final
at the prestigious Dad Vail Regatta. —Nate Weyant

OTHER SPOR TS NEWS:
S w i m m i n g : The Rollins men’s and women’s swim teams began
their second decade of varsity action with a successful 20062007 season. The men set a new College record for victories,
posting nine wins in the dual-meet season, and the women
concluded their season with a 6-7 record in dual-meet action.
Both teams placed second at the Sunshine State Collegiate
Swimming Championships.
G o l f : The four-time defending national champion Rollins
w o m e n ’ s g o l f t e a m finished second at the 2007 NCAA Division
II National Tournament, ending their championship streak but
earning the program’s third runner-up finish. Rollins won three
tournaments during the season, including their third-straight
Peggy Kirk Bell Invitational. The m e n ’ s g o l f t e a m earned one
tournament victory and nine top-10 finishes in 2007. J e f f G o l d e n
’ 0 7 had four top-10 finishes, including a sixth-place finish at the
SSC Tournament, and earned a spot in the NCAA Division II
South Region Tournament, where he finished eighth.
B a s e b a l l : Plagued by injuries that kept several key players on
the bench for most of the season, the Rollins baseball team
finished the season with a record of 26-30 and 9-15 in SSC play.
S o f t b a l l : For the second time in program history, the Rollins softball
team earned a trip to the NCAA Division II South Region
Tournament. The Tars finished the year 41-17 and advanced to
the quarterfinals of the regional tournament. Four players were
named to All-SSC teams at the conclusion of the season.
S a i l i n g : The Rollins sailing squadron raced in six regattas in the
spring, finishing seventh at South Points #4 in Tampa and earning
one eighth- and two ninth-place finishes. They ended their season
with a successful defense of Lake Virginia in South Points #5.

S t a y o n t o p o f t h e Ta r s a t R o l l i n s S p o r t s . c o m

SOCCER ALUMNI TAKE THE HOME FIELD

(l-r) Skip Yakopec
’76, Mike Fogle ’77,
Duke Marsh ’76, &
David Fleming ’76

From Elias Taylor ’62 to members of the Class of ’07 who saw their
final season of college play last fall, arpproximately 50 former Tars
returned to the home field for a nostalgic weekend celebrating 50
years of men’s soccer and 10 years of women’s soccer at Rollins.
Events at Cahall-Sandspur Field included exhibition games by the
Rollins men’s and women’s varsity teams, a children‘s soccer clinic,
and the weekend highlight: a Saturday afternoon men’s and
women’s alumni game. Several soccer standouts were honored at
an appreciation dinner at the Harold & Ted Alfond Sports Center.
Laura Carlin '01 was recognized for her service to women's soccer,
Declan Link ’90 was honored for his service to men's soccer, and
former soccer coach Gordie Howell, Raymond W. Greene Associate
Professor of Physical Education, received a lifetime achievement
award for his longtime support of Rollins College soccer.
SUMMER 2007
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JUDY WATSON TRACY

Evaluating Images

The goal of Lisa Tillmann’s
writing and films—and of
the new critical media &
cultural studies major she
chairs—is to see the
everyday in a new way.

B Y WA R R E N M I L L E R ’ 9 0 MBA
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“I

t would have been simple for Lisa
Tillmann to stay in her mainstream
shell, to avoid complicating her life
any more than life complicates itself,”
wrote a reviewer in the Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel of her 2001 book, Between Gay
and Straight: Understanding Friendship
Across Sexual Orientation.
Immersion in the complications of life
was nothing new to Associate Professor of
Communication Lisa Tillmann. Tillmann has
been recognized as an outstanding teacher; she
is one of this year’s three Cornell Distinguished
Faculty award recipients. She also is a storyteller
of growing ability who can tie together a variety
of perspectives: the complications of gay-straight
relationships (Between Gay and Straight); the
disparity between media depictions and
women’s views of beauty and their bodies
(a number of conference papers, including
“A Secret Life in a Culture of Thinness”);
and the challenges of communication among
diverse people.

The critical thinking and propensity to
challenge media stereotypes that Tillmann has
developed over her career will be shared with
students in the College’s new critical media &
cultural studies (CMCS) major. The major,
Tillmann explained, is not a program in media
production; rather, it is intended to develop a
student’s critical-thinking and analytical skills.
“How do contemporary forms of media and
culture facilitate or undermine our participation
as agents in a free, democratic society? The
Internet, television, and other forms are
instrumental in identity, relationships, and
social activism,” she said. “But we’re dominated
by corporate media, as opposed to publicinterest media, and how those media are used
is driven by corporate interests.”
CMCS is a 10-course major that will
debut this fall. Half of the courses in the
common core are centered on theory and
research methods. After completing the core
classes, students will be able to specialize in
one of four concentrations: international

media, media analysis, power and persuasion,
or critical analysis of culture. Students also
can work with faculty advisers to design a
specialized area of concentration. In addition,
students will take four credit hours in information technology and, in their senior year,
complete a multi-media project that could
be a film, performance, or interactive DVD.
Early in the debate over CMCS,
some members of the Rollins community
expressed concern that the major could be
potentially “cushy.” Others questioned
whether it fit into the liberal-arts curriculum.
“Just as we created a liberal-arts major in
business that was appropriate for Rollins,
we’ve done that with CMCS,” said Interim
Dean of the Faculty Hoyt Edge. “For 500
years, higher education has been good at
teaching students to evaluate written material.
Now, in a digital age, it’s important for them
to evaluate images. This is in the longstanding tradition of the liberal arts. It
focuses on critical thinking, which we are
dedicated to, and which business has said
repeatedly is a trait they look for in new hires.”
The CMCS planning-and-approval
process received input from about half the
faculty on campus, and resulted in 30
different drafts of the curriculum. “We built
support for the major in a very grassroots
manner, creating as much consensus as we
could,” Tillmann said. “We called every
faculty member on campus. We wanted to
dispel any myth that this was just popculture appreciation.”
Building consensus from dissension
was nothing new to Tillmann. In fact, her
entire life—personal and professional—
has been focused on the cultural context of
communication across society’s fault lines.
“From the time I was 9, I thought I wanted
to be a lawyer,” she recalled. “The two
majors that led me in a new direction
were criminology, my first major, and
communication and rhetorical studies.
I loved my courses in philosophy and
sociology, examining the context and
roots of social problems.”
Tillmann changed her career goals and
went directly from her undergraduate degree
at Marquette University to a Ph.D. program
in communication at the University of South
Florida (USF) in Tampa. The topic for her

dissertation arose by chance from the
experience of watching ex-husband Doug
Healy play softball on an otherwise all-gay
team. “I was taking a qualitative-methods
seminar and needed an alternate fieldwork
site,” she explained. “I called my course

out of the corner of my eye of two trucks
parked in tandem. The source of the glimmer
was a streetlamp reflecting off matching
decals of the American flag that each of
them had placed on his truck. I consciously
had avoided such displays, and these two men

“Each of us sees approximately 5,000 ads a day.
If we train ourselves, we can understand how
certain messages can l i b e r a t e u s , b u t h o w o t h e r s
m a k e u s f e e l t e r r i b l e a b o u t o u r selves, or relate
terribly to other people, or make us buy lots of
stuff we don’t need.”
—Lisa Tillmann
professor to toss around ideas and mentioned
the team. She asked, ‘Is there a project in it?’”
There was—and it eventually became
Tillmann’s doctoral dissertation.
It also became her first book. Between
Gay and Straight was highly praised; six
years after publication, it remains high in
media Internet searches on gender relations.
Today, Tillmann is finishing a follow-up
book, Going Home: Gay Men’s Identities,
Families, and Communities, and editing a
documentary film on the same subject.
“Each of the four narrative chapters is
done,” she said. “One of the men I
followed is from my rural hometown of
Lake City, Minnesota. After many years
living away in large urban communities,
he returned home with his partner to work
for his family business.”
Tillmann traveled with her participants
and cameraman David Dietz, a member of
the extended network of friends she studied
in Tampa. Her first film with Dietz,
Remembering a Cool September, is about
“what it means to be gay and patriotic
post-9/11.” The film has been shown at
academic conferences, on the Rollins
campus, in a local film festival, and at an
international media conference in Cyprus.
The film, Tillmann explained, originated
from a visual image. “Remembering a Cool
September came from an epiphany I had in
September 2001 when I visited two gay
male friends,” she said. “I caught a glimmer

had so many additional reasons not to display
the flag. The story I wrote was a way to
reconcile that thought, of why members of a
group with reasons to be resentful of our
country would be patriotic.”
Analysis of conflicting viewpoints,
taking a fresh look at images we see every
day, is the leitmotif of Tillmann’s work.
“Each of us sees approximately 5,000 ads a
day,” Tillmann said. “If we train ourselves,
we can understand how certain messages
can liberate us, but how others make us feel
terrible about ourselves, or relate terribly to
other people, or make us buy lots of stuff
we don’t need.”
The critical analysis of media is easy
to describe, but more difficult to execute.
In all the debate over crafting an interdisciplinary program, no one doubted
that Lisa Tillmann was the right person to
train Rollins students to perform that
analysis. “It took two years to get CMCS
through the faculty, to find the right
formula, the right focus to create the kind
of program we wanted,” Edge explained,
“and over the past six years, Lisa has
developed a tremendous competency in
this area. She is bright, passionate…and
obviously persistent.”
“My goal for the program, and for
my work,” said Tillmann, “is to see the
everyday in a new way—to de-contextualize
and re-contextualize what we see and hear
in a more analytical and critical way.” ■
SUMMER 2007
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By Ruth Jackson I Photos by Judy Watson Tracy

Not long ago, high technology in the classroom meant whiteboards, slide projectors, and
cassette tapes and headphones at individual fixed stations. Today, it’s all about SMART Boards,
personal response systems, and multimedia collaborative workstations. Welcome to the
classrooms of the millennial generation.
Across the curriculum, classrooms are being transformed with state-of-the-art technology
aimed at making the learning experience for millennials more visual, interactive, and
instantaneous. During class sessions, students and professors can access or create information,
project it, share it, manipulate it, calculate it, edit it, revise it, respond to it, discuss it, save it—
all with the click of a button.
The technological revolution in education is changing the very essence of teaching and
learning, and true to its liberal-arts philosophy, Rollins College has embraced technology while
ensuring that new learning tools support rather than supplant high standards of scholarship and
sound pedagogy. The following examples of high-tech classrooms at Rollins are but a sample of
today’s functions and tomorrow’s possibilities.
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ORLANDO 105
Orlando Hall
■ If the old axiom “Writing is
rewriting.” is true, Steven Wexler, lecturer in
English, has found a key to promoting better
work in the new technology of one of the
College’s oldest classroom buildings, Orlando
Hall. Discussion in visual-media writing
classes used to be severely handicapped by the
fact that not all students may have seen the
work cited. This is especially true in a class
like Wexler’s Writing About Comedy, in which
much of the humor lies in visual representation. “The oversized computer screen in
Orlando 105 is ideal for adding film clips to class discussions,” Wexler said. “Students
can bring movie clips to class on their PCs or access their files on the Internet.”
Wexler’s students also produce weekly blog journals in which a student presents
a question to the class. Classmates write blog responses, post them, and visit each
other’s blogs to further the discussion. “I’ve found blog and Web sites devoted to
research issues to be a great way to engage and encourage the class,” Wexler said.
According to Wexler, writing and posting blog responses greatly encourages
revision. “Most students are very enthusiastic about their work being viewed
throughout the world, and I’m told many continue to revise it long after the course
ends. For a writing professor, there can be no greater sense of accomplishment.”

BLOG ON

Alberto Prieto-Calixto, Associate Professor of Modern Languages and Literatures, in the Weeks Classroom
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“I can simultaneously show a
foreign-language DVD on one
screen and a PowerPoint
presentation with helpful
grammar and comprehension
questions on the other.”
—Gabriel Barreneche

WEEKS CLASSROOM

CLENDENIN LECTURE HALL

Hauck Hall, Room 104

Crummer Hall, Room 108

■ “The Weeks
Classroom always challenges me to think of the
most effective ways to engage students and make
the material come alive,” said Gabriel Barreneche,
assistant professor of modern languages and
literatures. With high-tech gadgets galore, the
room also allows the Spanish professor to
become an agent provocateur—make that
provocador. His students believe they are answering
a question designed to provoke discussion on a
hot topic, but it is also designed to provoke specific
grammar errors. Students see the question en
masse, break up into small groups at computer
stations around the room, and type in their
answers. After they save their responses on the
classroom network, Barreneche projects them on
a classroom screen.
As the discussion commences, so does
electronic peer editing. Screen one shows the
response; screen two shows the corresponding
grammar rule. Barreneche quickly moves through
the paragraph, highlighting various types of errors
with different colors. When students supply the
correct answers, he types them in.
“Students are always excited to have class
here,” Barreneche said. Both teacher and students
particularly enjoy using two screens with films. “I
can simultaneously show a foreign-language DVD
on one screen and a PowerPoint presentation with
helpful grammar and comprehension questions
on the other. No one misses dialogue flipping
dictionary pages in the dark!”

LIGHTS, CAMERA, PODCAST ■ In hailing the high-tech revolution in
education, Clay Singleton, professor of finance in the Crummer Graduate
School of Business, quotes Thomas Edison ’30H, who appeared at Rollins
in President Hamilton Holt’s “Animated Magazine” series. “The motion
picture is destined to revolutionize our education system,” Edison said in
1922. For 21st-century MBA students, podcasting is a dream come true.
Singleton has been experimenting with recording his class sessions with a
mini-DVD recorder, camera with on-board microphone, and lapel mic for
the instructor. After each class, he converts (compresses) audio and video file
formats for iTunes compatibility and uploads files to iTunesU, which students
can then download from a controlled-access location in iTunes.
Student responses have been positive. Those surveyed say they use the
podcasts to review, catch up on classes they missed, and study for exams.
They also made suggestions, such as adding a subject index. Guest speakers
also reacted positively, Singleton said. “They appeared to be intrigued with
the idea, had no objections to being recorded, and gave permission to use
copies of their appearances in subsequent classes.”
“Podcasting has a bright future in business classes,” Singleton believes,
because it “accommodates many different learning styles and life situations.”

AGENT PROVOCATEUR

The Weeks Family Modern Languages and Literature
Classroom was a gift of Mr. and Mrs. William H. Weeks.
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The Clendenin Lecture Hall was a gift of Gregory ’98MBA and Dorothy ’98MBA Clendenin.

MASSEY ROOM

GARAGE DIS-BANDED ■ No longer do student composers spend time looking for skilled musicians, parents
who
will donate a garage, and neighbors who won’t complain—at least not if they’re enrolled in Artist-inR. D. Keene Hall, Room 104
Residence Chuck Archard’s class Introduction to Music & Technology. The class is held in the high-tech Massey
Classroom with 10 piano keyboard stations connected to iMacs equipped with programs such as GarageBand,
Digital Performer, and Sibelius. Sitting beneath framed prints of laboriously hand-illuminated sheet music circa
1300-1600, Archard’s students type in their musical ideas, choose accompaniment tracks, and save their work.
It sounds easy, but “it’s a misconception to think the computer does everything,” said Archard, “or that it is limited to the
classroom.” A Rollins composition student can send a piece to a trio in New York via the Internet. Trio members not only can hear
the piece, but also can select any combination of tracks they wish for rehearsal purposes. “Soloists can even slow down the
accompaniment tracks until they master a difficult passage, then gradually bring it up to tempo,” Archard explained.
MUS190 students are required to have completed one year of music theory, be able to read music, and, most important of all,
be able to generate original musical ideas. “Technology,” declared Archard, “can never replace vision.”
The Massey Room was a gift of the Harvey and Carol Massey Family.

GURTLER
CHEMISTRY
CLASSROOM

■ Professor of Chemistry Pedro Bernal
travels light. He arrives at his Chemistry & the Environment class in Bush 301 wearing his
trademark baseball cap and carrying his files on a flash drive smaller than the typical
cigarette lighter. He logs on, plugs in, and begins class. With a keystroke, images and
Bush Science Center,
information appear at the speed of light. “I download most images from flash drive files
Room 301
or the Internet,” he said. “But if I can’t access a resource via those means, I use the
overhead document camera to share the text or images.”
Later in the day—in the same room, his colleague Erich Blossey, D. J. and J. M. Cram Professor of Chemistry,
will do just that. Using the overhead camera and the computer, he places a molecular model on the flat surface, and a
three-dimensional image appears on the screen. In one class period, Blossey may project a 3D model, use a textbook
Web site for problems and graphics, and run a molecular model on the classroom computer. In a class exercise, students
can answer his questions anonymously using PRS (personal response system) handheld units, “taking away the fear of
failure and embarrassment,” he explained. Blossey finds technology complementary to his teaching style: “I still use the
Socratic method and small, student problem-solving groups, but new technology has made it faster and easier.”

SOCRATES AND THE SPEED OF LIGHT

The John R. and Ruth W. Gurtler Chemistry Classroom was a gift of The John R. and Ruth W. Gurtler Foundation.
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REEVES HONORS
SEMINAR ROOM
The Lodge
■ Writing on the
board used to mean chalk dust and the occasional dreaded “fingernails-on-the-blackboard”
sound that sent shivers down one’s spine.
Chuck the chalk. Assistant Professor of
Philosophy Ryan Musgrave and her students
have. They also have ceased using odorous
markers on what was once considered a great
leap forward: a whiteboard. In the Reeves
Honors Seminar Room, Musgrave’s Feminist
Theory students use what’s called a SMART
Board interactive whiteboard. The difference is
“beyond belief,” Musgrave said.
Whatever is written on the electronic board
can be saved by Musgrave and added to the
class file folder on the Blackboard Web site for
students to access. Choosing between “Capture
the Screen” and “Capture an Area,” she can save
precisely what she wants.
The SMART Board adds flexibility to
PowerPoint presentations, as well. If notes or
corrections are made during class, they can be
saved directly to the PowerPoint file. If extensive
revisions are necessary, the information is there
for reworking at a later date. Updated presentations are easily shared.
“Tracking student contributions to class
discussions while staying in the conversation is
important to me,” Musgrave said. “The SMART
Board makes that easier than ever before.”

BOARD BEYOND BELIEF

The Reeves Honors Seminar Room was a gift of
The Reeves Foundation, Inc.
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“Tracking student contributions to class discussions
while staying in the conversation is important to me.
The SMART Board makes that easier than ever before.”
—Ryan Musgrave

BUSH 120
Bush Science Center
■ The technology in Bush 120 allows students to know
what their classmates think—instantly and anonymously. There’s no time wasted
counting raised hands or calculating totals or percentages.
Instead, students weigh in on a host of topics and visual images
using PowerPoint presentations and handheld Interwrite PRS
(personal response system) units.
Students can answer multiple choice, true/false, and
numeric choice questions on the PRS. After answers are
tabulated, a graph appears on the screen, usually within 15 seconds
of the last student response. Categories such as “% correct,”
“% incorrect,” and “% invalid” are displayed above the bar
graph for each question answered. PRS data can then be stored
so professors can track trends in class opinion, review tests with
the class, and revise test questions appropriately.
Bush 120 is also equipped with five large monitors at
collaborative multimedia workstations. “Students can walk from
one unit to another, viewing and discussing presentations,”
said Barry Levis, professor of history, who team-teaches a class
on Culture Wars with Susan Libby, associate professor of art
history, and Ryan Musgrave, assistant professor of philosophy.
The professors are able to download high-quality images from a
wide range of sources. “Right before our eyes, we know what
impact an image is making,” said Musgrave, “and what we need
to address in class discussions.”

INSTANT RESULTS

GURTLER ART
HISTORY CLASSROOM
Cornell Fine Arts Center, Room 116

■ Elise
Friedland, George D. & Harriet W.
Cornell Scholar in Classical Studies
and associate professor of classical art
and archaeology, and her students are
ready for takeoff to Greece and Italy
without ever leaving their seats. In
teaching ancient Greek and Roman
architecture, Friedland uses 3D
reconstructions generated by
AutoCAD and fly-throughs viewable
via QuickTime. “Many architecture
scholars mount fly-throughs on the
Web. When we study the Roman
emperor Trajan, I can show flythroughs of his Forum on one screen
and plans of it on another.”
Using the same classroom,
Assistant Professor of Art History
Kimberly Dennis projects images
from Google Earth on a screen so her students can virtually tour Rome.
“They get a far better feel for the relationship of the Colosseum and the
Forum than they ever could from textbook photos,” she said.
Friedland and Dennis are happy to leave behind bulky slide trays,
whirring projector fans, and poor image quality for Web-based digital images.
They are particularly excited about ARTstor, a digital-image database with
over a half million images from all world cultures and historical periods.
“We can now zoom in on details of paintings or sculptures to a degree that
allows students to see the quality of brush strokes or chisel marks,” Friedland
explained. “Students love this room, and they appreciate the quality of the
digital images,” Dennis beamed, adding, “I do too!”

ART AND ARTIFICE

The John R. and Ruth W. Gurtler Art History Classroom was a gift of
The John R. and Ruth W. Gurtler Foundation.

CORNELL 226
Cornell Hall for the Social Sciences
In CSS 226, Assistant
Professor of Economics Benjamin Balak’s Principles of Micro& Macroeconomics students are beginning to sound a little like
the studio audience of The Price Is Right. Using their laptops,
they try to outbid each other on used cars—considering factors
known (price, age, etc.) and unknown. Is it a bargain or a
lemon? Results of each round flash on a large screen at the front
of the room, met by groans and cheers. Lively class discussion
and analysis follow.
The students are learning about price and risk/reward on a
Blackboard-type site for economics, www.aplia.com.
“Economists are increasingly using informal experiments to
teach economics intuitively and empirically,” Balak said, “and
live graphs and results are often superior to old-school technology
in that regard.” He uses many features of the Aplia site—
standardized quizzes, grading tools, cases studies, etc. Balak, who
communicates with students outside the classroom using
facebook.com over his cell phone, supports the latest technology
to enhance the economics department’s ongoing innovative
curricular reform.
An avid technology proponent, Balak is well aware of the
danger of technofetishism, especially among the technologically
naive. “Knowledgeable people concentrate on what’s on the big
screen rather than on the screen itself. Glitzy graphics should
never replace solid content.”
BRINGING ECONOMICS TO LIFE

■
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By Stephen M. Combs ’66 I Photos by Judy Watson Tracy

“Before we become entirely overwhelmed by the practical realities

How can education in
the 21st century best serve
tomorrow’s big thinkers?
Rollins convened some of
today’s big thinkers to help
figure it out.

of course selections and delivery
and subtle complexities of academic
disciplinary expectations, should
we not invest some essential time
exploring the fundamental concerns facing the world today and
giving thought to the great issues
challenging the human condition?
Should we not invest some essential
time in discussing our fundamental
human values, our historical lessons,
our cultures and beliefs, and the
collective wisdoms of human
experience? To do so allows us
then to better define the needs and
renewed purposes of a modern,
liberating education, and to better
inform our curricular-planning
choices for the future. This colloquy
is explicitly part of that deeper
exploration of need and purpose.”

—Lewis M. Duncan, President
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Already in the process of exploring new ways to
re-energize its curriculum for the millennial generation,
Rollins College invited to campus a host of thought
luminaries for a kind of academic summit, hoping that it
would reveal exciting and revolutionary new ideas. The
Rollins College Colloquy was an abundant harvest. It also
brought a welcome confirmation: Rollins is a leader in
curricular innovation, and always has been.
From this three-day conversation, hundreds of
innovative ideas emerged, and with them, an energy that
will continue to drive conversation and curriculum
transformation. If these ideas followed a common thread,
it was this: Education in the 21st century must lose its
compartmental delivery and become cross-disciplinary.
Humanities, meet science. Mathematics, meet music.

(l-r) Steven Pinker, E. O. Wilson, Francis Fukuyama

t was, perhaps, a perfect alignment of the stars that brought
together the new Rollins president and the College’s faculty
when Lewis M. Duncan took office three years ago. While
researching the College’s history during the presidential search,
Duncan became intrigued by the approaching 75th anniversary of
the first curriculum conference held at Rollins, in 1931. He was
greeted by faculty who had already begun to explore ways of injecting
new life into a curriculum last overhauled in 1979. It was time, in
Duncan’s words, for “a conversation.”
“As we explore the components of a curriculum that will prepare
our students to lead meaningful, responsible, and productive lives in
the 21st century,” Duncan said about the genesis of the Colloquy,
“we believe it is critically important to first think about the 21st
century, and the fundamental issues, challenges, and promises that
our graduates will encounter.”
And so, the idea for the College’s 2007 Colloquy was born.
To propel this exercise, the College invited thought leaders from
an array of disciplines to share their vision of the future and the appropriate role of liberal education in that world. Guided initially by a
committee of Rollins faculty holding endowed chairs, and then by
faculty teams who developed questions for the presenters to consider in
preparation for their visits, a program of shared conversations evolved.

I

With the theme “Liberal Education and Social Responsibility in
a Global Community,” the Colloquy convened in late March with
some of today’s most fascinating and respected thinkers—an eclectic
band from education, business, technology, the arts, and the sciences.
It was, by any count, an amazing gathering.

ROOTS THAT RUN DEEP
Amazing as it was, it confirmed for many what they have long
recognized: Rollins remains a leader in curricular innovation, a
legacy that dates from the College’s founding.
The very idea of establishing a liberal-arts college in the Florida
frontier was an act of bravado. The seat of knowledge in the late
19th century was New England, and many must have asked:
What could these upstarts in the Southern wilderness possibly
know about education?
Rollins wasted little time answering that question. In 1896,
just 11 years after opening its doors, the College introduced the
Elective Curriculum, daring to stray from the classical model, with
its prescribed courses in mathematics, Greek, and Latin—a decision
that Jack Lane ’06H, Alexander W. Weddell Professor Emeritus of
American History and College Historian, described as “very risky for
a small college.”
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Who’s Who of the

Colloquy

Duane Ackerman ’64
’70MBA ’00H:
Chairman Emeritus,
BellSouth Corporation; immediate past Chairman, Council
on Competitiveness, National
Security Telecommunications
Advisory Committee
Maya Angelou ’85H: poet;
memoirist (I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings; Wouldn’t
Take Nothing for My Journey
Now); journalist; playwright;
actor; director; producer;
human rights activist;
Reynolds Professor of
American Studies, Wake
Forest University

Carol Christ:
President, Smith College;
former vice chancellor and
provost, University of
California at Berkeley

The classical curriculum’s purpose, Lane said, was “to build character
and produce a cultured and refined citizen.” But now the nation was growing
and becoming an industrialized world leader; courses in the natural and
social sciences, literature, and art were more suited for the career-minded
student. Would the academic intelligentsia dismiss Rollins as a trade school?
Within a decade, top colleges, including some in the Ivy League, had
adopted variations of the Rollins model. That 1896 act of panache set the
tone for academic innovations to follow. First was the Conference Plan of
the 1920s, initiated by Rollins’ eighth president, Hamilton Holt, in which
faculty and students traded the lecture hall for the conference room. Holt
had no use for the lecture format, which he dismissed as “that mysterious
process by means of which the contents of the professor’s notebook are
transferred by means of the fountain pen to the pages of the students’ notebook
without passing through the mind of either.” Instead, Holt wanted students
and professor to gather in small groups for enlightened discussion. They
would learn from one another. Grades were not important.
In 1931, Rollins hosted “The Curriculum for the Liberal Arts College,”
chaired by education pioneer and philosopher John Dewey and covered by
The New York Times. From that colloquy came the Progressive Curriculum,

Jared Diamond:
Professor of Geography,
UCLA; author (Collapse:
How Societies Choose to
Fail or Succeed; Guns,
Germs, and Steel)
[Diamond, who was unable to participate in the March colloquy, kicked
off interdisciplinary conversations
with a campus visit in February.]

Francis Fukuyama:
Bernard L. Schwartz
Professor of International
Political Economy, Paul H.
Nitze School of Advanced
International Studies, Johns
Hopkins University; editorial
board chair, The American
Interest; author (The End of
History and the Last Man; Trust: The Social Virtues
and the Creation of Prosperity; State-Building:
Governance and World Order in the 21st Century)
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Anna Deavere Smith engages with a Rollins student.

which carried Dewey’s indelible stamp. Education became student centered,
with students setting their own pace and planning their education in
consultation with their faculty advisers. Once again, other colleges followed
in Rollins’ footsteps.
The Progressive Curriculum remained the foundation for study at Rollins
until the mid-1960s when a fresh approach was inaugurated. Unlike the
traditional pyramid of general education courses followed by specialization in
a major, the Hourglass Curriculum began with general education courses,

then shifted to specialized study,
then returned to more generalized
courses the senior year—designed
as a capstone to students’ undergraduate education. A winter term
between the fall and spring semesters offered opportunities for
intensive, experimental courses,
often incorporating study abroad.
Like the Progressive
Curriculum before it, the
Hourglass Curriculum soon began
undergoing change, leading 15
years later to another renovation.
(Rollins’ 12th president, Thaddeus
Seymour, once observed that the
(l-r) Carol Christ; Roger Casey, vice president for academic affairs
half-life of a college curriculum is
and provost; E. O. Wilson; and Maya Angelou ’85H
10 to 12 years.) The most recent
comprehensive curriculum
makeover was based on the educa“Sometimes facts can obscure the truth. You get to know so many
tional theories of D. S. Bloom, as
reasons why, places where, times when, methods how, that you never
defined in his A Taxonomy of
Educational Objectives. Students
get to the human truth. What was the human being getting from all
fulfill general education requireof that? Was her life enriched? Was she made less afraid? Was he
ments in skills, such as composition
made more kind, more responsible to other human beings? If not,
and decision making; the cognitive
then it’s all baloney.”
area (the sciences); and the affective
—Maya Angelou ’85H
area (the arts).
With the approach of the
new millennium in mind, Rollins’
13th president, Rita Bornstein,
gathered 200 leading educators from 50 national colleges and
focus has to be on learning, not teaching,” said Hoyt Edge, interim
universities on campus in 1997 for The Rollins Colloquy—Toward
dean of the faculty, Hugh F. and Jeannette G. McKean Professor of
a Pragmatic Liberal Education: The Curriculum of the Twenty-first
Philosophy, and one of the 2007 Colloquy facilitators. “The millennial
Century. These conversations and the resulting collection of papers
generation is different from students even 10 years ago, but our task
(Education and Democracy: Re-imagining Liberal Learning in America)
remains the same—to help them become focused, engaged, intercontinued to affirm Rollins as a leader in the national conversation
disciplinary, lifelong learners. That’s what a new curriculum can do.”
about the role of liberal education.
Now in his 37th year at Rollins, Edge has a long view. “I’ve
Curriculum change at Rollins has never been driven by educational never seen a time when faculty were more willing to talk about
fads, but in response to changing conditions. Every shift has been guided this,” he said. To Edge, a well-defined curriculum, one that has the
by a consistent philosophy (the conference tables in Orlando Hall
solid support of faculty, is crucial. “Curriculum helps define who
that were introduced by Hamilton Holt are tangible reminders). “The
you are as a college—your values and your commitments.”
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Who’s Who of the

Colloquy

Jaron Lanier:
computer scientist;
composer; visual artist;
Interdisciplinary Scholar-inResidence, Center for
Entrepreneurship and
Technology, University of
California at Berkeley
Steven Pinker:
Johnstone Family
Professor of Psychology,
Harvard University; author
(How the Mind Works; The
Blank Slate: The Modern
Denial of Human Nature)
Sally Ride:
Professor of Physics,
University of California at
San Diego; president and
CEO, Sally Ride Science;
first American woman in
space

Salman Rushdie:
author (Midnight’s
Children, Shame, The
Satanic Verses, The
Moor’s Last Sigh)

Anna Deavere Smith:
actor; playwright;
Professor of Performance
Studies and Art and Public
Policy, New York
University; Director, The
Institute on the Arts and
Civic Dialogue
E. O. Wi l s o n :
Pellegrino University
Research Professor
Emeritus, Harvard
University; author (The
Ants; On Human Nature;
Consilience: The Unity of
Knowledge)
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Long before the March 2007 Colloquy convened, the College was already
aggressively and deliberately initiating curricular innovation. Consider that in
recent years Rollins has:
■ established a China Center, to facilitate cross-cultural exchanges and
provide resources for research and study;
■ launched a program for all faculty to travel abroad at least once every three
years so they can incorporate international components into their teaching;
■ created experimental “living-learning communities” where first-year
students live and study together, aided by upperclass student mentors;

instituted service learning and community engagement as dynamic,
integral components of the educational experience;

■

introduced an interdisciplinary pilot project where two professors will
work solely with 14 new first-year students during their first semester
(see “Brave New World,” page 2).

■

THE UNITY OF KNOWLEDGE
Before the likes of Maya Angelou ’85H, Francis Fukuyama, and Salman
Rushdie arrived on campus to address the Rollins community, it was clear
that anything could emerge from a freewheeling gathering of such highprofile luminaries, few of whom had ever met one another. That, itself, was

“If at college we do not learn how to think, then we
will almost certainly never learn it at any other point
in our lives. If there is a reason to be at college, in my
view, it is to learn how to think.”—Salman Rushdie
exciting to Colloquy organizers. From the opening keynote, through the
following panels, small group discussions, and question-and-answer sessions,
each conversation would build on the previous interchange, creating an
escalating series of ideas and insights.
A member of the first panel, Harvard biologist E. O. Wilson, winner of
two Pulitzer Prizes and the author, most recently, of Consilience, an explanation
of the inter-connectedness of science and the humanities, called for “a conjunction
between the great branches of learning”: “The problem that vexes a lot of
human thought is the belief that a fault line exists between the natural sciences
and the humanities…very roughly between the scientific and literary cultures.”
That is how traditional education has been delivered: A student goes to
English class, then biology, French, then history, turning each one on and off at
precisely predetermined times during those hectic 10 minutes between classes. The
world, with its endless supply of intractable problems, doesn’t work that way.
Wilson proposed an example of how environmental policy should develop.

It requires, he said, an understanding of ethics, biology, and such
social sciences as politics and economics, perhaps history. But these
disciplines exist in silos, “each with
its own experts, professors, departments, rules of evidence, language, criteria of validation. Each
is an island of knowledge in a sea
of ignorance.”
Connecting these disciplines
is the opportunity of education
(l-r) Duane Ackerman ’64 ’70MBA ’00H, Sally Ride, and Anna Deavere Smith
today—learning how to solve
problems by thinking like
scientists, historians, mathematicians, economists, and even poets. It also presents a challenge: asking
THE TOPICS
young faculty to broaden their scholarly horizons by teaching outside
their academic specialties while requiring them to publish in exceedingly
Rollins faculty developed the following questions
for consideration by Colloquy presenters:
narrow fields in order to earn tenure. “Young scientists feel compelled
to stay on a narrow track to get that first grant, to get tenure,” Wilson
■ Most of us would agree that students should graduate
said. “We should give them more time to breathe,” judging them by
from college with a set of questions rather than answers.
their intellectual growth. In time, he believes, “they have a better
What are some of the important questions that we should
be cultivating with our students?
chance of a breakthrough than the scientist on a narrow track.”
Psychologist Steven Pinker, who engaged in curriculum overhaul at
■ Is there a single, particularly profound moment in your
Harvard University, said higher education is not about amassing facts;
experience as a student that opened your perspective on
the world—something you could share with us that would
rather, it “ought to provide the human mind with the tools that make
provide some insights as we begin the process of
up for its own deficiencies. How does what you know in history relate
reshaping our curriculum?
to what you know in economics or in psychology or in paleontology?”
he asked. “We tend to treat the different subjects as unrelated rags in a
■ Thinking creatively about our current structures in higher
education (semester length, majors, curriculum, credit
bag rather than thinking about how they relate to one another.”
hours, etc.)…How can we re-envision these structures to
Jaron Lanier, a computer scientist at the University of California at
more effectively address the challenges of the 21st century?
Berkeley who coined the term “virtual reality,” is a composer and visual
■ How can institutions of higher learning remain relevant in
artist as well. He has found the link between science and the humanities
our 21st-century world in which there are a number of
and is comfortable with it. “I think I was invited because I am one of
alternative forms of education (e.g., online learning,
those oddballs who makes a home in both camps,” he said. Yet stark
corporate education)? In what important ways will we
differences exist between these two ways of knowing, he adds, as he
have to change to remain relevant?
finds his brain in a sort of “epistemological rearranging” during the
process of “talking with people on either side of the divide.”
In short, the Colloquy presentations were confirmation of the
pursuing its own agenda, grants, and national recognition, oblivious to
value of liberal education: scholarship across a broad spectrum of arts
the needs or value of other schools on the campus.
and sciences. Liberal-arts colleges provide this with a faculty that sees
Every student, Christ said, should come away from a liberal education
itself as a single intellectual community, in the words of Smith College
with an understanding of critical thinking, writing, public speaking,
President Carol Christ, not one of unrelated mega-departments, each
and quantitative reasoning, including “the ability to understand and
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Thoughts from the

Colloquy

“[Academic] disciplines exist in silos,
each with its own experts, professors,
departments, rules of evidence, language,
criteria of validation. Each is an island of
knowledge in a sea of ignorance.”
—E. O. Wilson

“Our young people of today who will
be the leaders of tomorrow are going
to be making decisions and leading in
somewhat of a fishbowl—real time,
and it’s going to be play by play, and
there aren’t going to be many secrets.
What’s interesting about this is that
there are very strong constituents on
either side of every issue. So it’s
becoming increasingly important that
they have a sense of who they are.”
—F. Duane Ackerman ’64 ’70MBA

“A liberal education is supposed to
deal with the big questions: What is
the best way for me to live my life?
How do I know the difference between
right and wrong? What are the ends of
human society? On what basis do we
work together as human beings? If you
do not confront these kinds of issues
when you are in college, you will never
really get back to that.”
—Francis Fukuyama
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make argument with numbers, and information literacy. This is necessary for
every career or line of work.”
Francis Fukuyama, a political economist at Johns Hopkins University who
served in the Reagan-era U.S. State Department, said that a liberal education
means “We get liberated. From what? Opinion, dogma, prejudice, partial
knowledge—all the opinions people hold without putting them to scrutiny.”
Wilson, and others, warned against spending “too much time learning a
new technology that will be obsolete in a few years.” Rather, students should

Faculty conversations continued
even during Colloquy breaks.

develop the habit of lifelong learning. According to Booker Prize-winning
author Salman Rushide, the two great science-philosophy questions for students
are “Where did we come from?” and “How shall we live?”

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
In what they dubbed a “post-Colloquy colloquium on curriculum,” Rollins
faculty embraced the idea of a core curriculum. When someone questioned its
feasibility, Mark Anderson, professor of mathematics, suggested there should be
no limits at this point. “Isn’t it too early to worry about feasibility?” he asked.
“We need to hear the good ideas and push the feasibility aside for now.”
Faculty also vowed to keep the discussion going—and to rely on one
another for even more creative ideas. One is to hold a mini-colloquy annually,
or at least every four years—not just for periodic refreshment, but also for the
benefit of students. Many students, the faculty noted, had been virtually
mesmerized by the Colloquy proceedings. Student participation in the small
group discussions with faculty has led to broader conversations across disciplines
and generations. “I think we do far too little arguing amongst ourselves in front
of students,” said Tom Lairson, Ronald G. and N. Jayne Gelbman Professor of

International Business and
professor of political science. “If
we did, we would have the same
kind of consequences we saw in
the Colloquy.”
In his history of the Rollins
curriculum, Jack Lane noted that
the debate lasted two or three years
following the 1931 colloquy. Can
we look forward to such robust
wrangling this time around? Lane
expects so.
And will big ideas—even
some that have not yet surfaced
in the discussion—come forth?
(l-r) Steven Pinker, Jaron Lanier, and Salman Rushdie
“We’re hoping, we’re hoping,”
said Debra Wellman, associate
dean of the faculty and associate
“Higher education ought to provide the human mind with the tools that
professor of education.
make up for its own deficiencies. How does what you know in history relate
Some of the changes will be
to what you know in economics or in psychology or in paleontology?
philosophical, as in how faculty
We tend to treat the different subjects as unrelated rags in a bag rather than
view themselves and their acathinking about how they relate to one another.”—Steven Pinker
demic areas in the context of the
whole. Some will be tangible,
such as the possible elimination or
merging of departments; the very idea of distinct, exclusive
departments may come under challenge, at Rollins and elsewhere.
“Many of the Colloquy presenters spoke to the current system
of departmental autonomy and the sense that it may not be as relevant
as it once was,” said Gail Sinclair, Rollins scholar-in-residence who
coordinated the Colloquy. “They suggested that it could inhibit, perhaps
discourage, and even penalize professors whose work crosses traditional
disciplinary lines.”
Team-teaching will certainly play an important role, as will outright
crossing of disciplines—exemplified by self-styled computer “nerd”
Jaron Lanier who, during his visit, expressed an interest in writing
THE 2007 ROLLINS COLLEGE COLLOQUY, “Liberal Education and
music for the annual Bach Festival conducted at the College.
Social Responsibility in a Global Community,” was sponsored by Linda
“Our intention was for the Colloquy to create the spark, to
S. and Allan E. Keen ’70 ’71MBA (l) and the Tremaine Foundation,
stimulate discussion of the curriculum,” President Duncan said. “It is
represented at the event by Burton G. “Tony” Tremaine III ’70. Their
gifts enabled the College to host a distinguished array of participants.
now time for that conversation to turn inward, for the faculty to take
A grant from The Arthur Vining Davis Foundations is providing
ownership of the curriculum and for Rollins to become the college,
support for the College’s continuing curricular review.
the academic community, we want to be.” ■
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Artist Skeet McAuley (r) and Museum director Luanne McKinnon
(c) with Rollins and local high-school students at a Gallery Talk in
the McKean Gallery

The Art of Teaching

B Y ROBYN A LLERS

Education is as integral as art to the Cornell Fine Arts Museum
ON A WARM SPRING DAY IN ROLLINS’ GEORGE D. AND
Harriet W. Cornell Fine Arts Museum, psychology major
Daniel Valverde ’09 stood nervously in front of a wall the
color of ripe mango on which hung two glittery silver discs,
an artistic interpretation of disembodied car stereo speakers.
Valverde was talking to students in his art class about the
piece, “Study for Bling Bling Boom” by artist Nadine
Robinson.
As part of the course Art and Artists, students were
required to discuss a work of art in the Museum’s spring
exhibition of contemporary African American art, using one
of the analytical methods they’d learned in class. In front of
his 18 classmates, Valverde argued that through “Study for
Bling Bling Boom,” the artist confronts several stereotypes of
African American urban culture and “reclaims” them in a
positive way.
Nearby, a middle-aged African American couple visiting
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the Museum paused to take in the student’s presentation,
making Valverde even more nervous. He argued that the
speakers, no longer hidden under the rear window of an
automobile, are mounted as a glamorous, and perhaps
ironic, icon of hip-hop culture. At the conclusion of his
presentation, the couple applauded.
“Students are usually pretty intimidated by museums
and the thought of expressing their own ideas about art,”
said Assistant Professor of Art History Kimberly Dennis,
who taught the introductory course. “The idea of this
assignment was to show them that you don’t have to have a
Ph.D. in art history to go to a museum and interact
confidently with art of all different kinds.”
Dennis frequently uses pieces from the Cornell’s
collection and current exhibitions in her courses. “Students
find it very exciting to conduct original research on a work
they can interact with in person,” she said.

DAVID WOODS

DANA SCHNEIDER THOMAS ’76

Arthur Blumenthal retires as director of
Cornell Fine A r t s M u s e u m
A YEAR AND A HALF AFTER THE CORNELL FINE ARTS MUSEUM

This kind of interaction is common at the Cornell Museum.
On nearly any given day, visitors are likely to encounter Rollins
classes such as Dennis’s, as well as students from area colleges or
K-12 schools. “We have worked hard to develop the Cornell into
more than just a museum,” said Rebecca Savill ’98MLS, education
coordinator at the Museum. “We want to be known and respected
as a center of art education in Central Florida.” Savill, who
retired in June, has devoted most of the past 15 years to achieving
this goal. Her innovative programs for elementary, middle, high
school, and college students and teachers have reached thousands
of Central Floridians and earned her the prestigious Florida Art
Educator of the Year award. Last year alone, she and her Rollins
student docents hosted 42 K-12 schools, 11 colleges, and 28
classes from Rollins, including art history, history, English,
philosophy, and African American studies. In addition, when the
Cornell was closed for renovation two years ago, Savill developed
an “On the Road” project that took art programs into more than
60 Central Florida schools.
The vision for a first-class teaching museum at Rollins began
with Museum director Arthur Blumenthal, who retired in June
after guiding the Cornell to prominence during his 19-year
tenure. His 2001 landmark exhibition Cosimo Rosselli: Painter
of the Sistine Chapel provided myriad educational opportunities
for students and members of the Central Florida community and
brought national and international recognition to the Museum.

unveiled its multimillion-dollar expansion and renovation, its
director, Arthur Blumenthal, has retired. “It’s the right time for a
big change,” he said. “I love the Cornell Museum and am proud
to have been part of its history.”
Blumenthal oversaw the transformation of the Museum,
which now includes Florida’s only print-study room, six
galleries, and more than 10,000 square feet of space, helping it
to become one of America’s finest college art museums. During
his tenure, which began in 1988, the Museum also acquired
significant works for its collection, one of the oldest and most
distinguished collections in the state.
“Under Arthur’s leadership, the Cornell Museum gained
international recognition,” said Rollins President Lewis Duncan.
“He helped create the perfect museum for this college.”
Blumenthal has been appointed by the Accademia delle
Arti del Disegno in Florence to an international scholarly
committee to organize an exhibition on Cosimo Rosselli
(1439-1507) at the Uffizi Gallery in Florence. In 2001, the
Cornell Museum hosted the first-ever exhibition of the artist.
This fall, Blumenthal will teach a course, How to Look at Art,
at the John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art/FSU Cultural
Institute in Sarasota, Florida. He and his wife, Kären, are also
writing a book entitled How to Look at Art. Blumenthal, who
holds a Ph.D. in fine arts from New York University, also plans
to work as a museum consultant.
“Blumenthal is an exceptional museum professional and
teacher whose beautiful vision for the expansion of the Cornell
Fine Arts Museum became a reality in 2006,” said June Nelson,
recent past chair of the Museum’s Board of Visitors. “He has
left a lasting legacy on the Rollins College campus.”
The Florida Art Museum Directors Association agrees,
having named Blumenthal the recipient of its 2006-07 Lifetime
Achievement Award. “Arthur Blumenthal’s academic contributions
to the museum profession are unparalleled by anyone in the
state of Florida,” Tampa Museum of Art director Ken Rollins
said. In recognition of his service to the College, Blumenthal
has been named director emeritus by Rollins’ board of
trustees.—Jeni Flynn Hatter
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DANA SCHNEIDER THOMAS ’76

Blumenthal ushered thousands of students of all
ages through the Cornell’s doors even before its
stunning expansion and renovation. In planning
for the new construction, he insisted on including
a special area, now the Siemens Print Study
Room, to safely house the Museum’s holdings of
fine prints and drawings and to allow scholars
ample space in which to examine them.
Luanne McKinnon, who succeeds
Blumenthal as director, sees the educational
mission as central to the Cornell’s identity, and
LINDA EHMIN
she has pursued it vigorously since arriving at the
Museum as curator of exhibitions in the summer Education Coordinator Becky Savill ’98MLS and Rollins Summer Camp art students
of 2005. “The marvelous collection of the Cornell
Indeed, art history is just one of many departments
and the high caliber of exhibitions we are able to secure offer
finding
the Cornell a valuable resource. Environmental studies
wonderful opportunities to contribute to Rollins’ academic
and
English
courses, among others, incorporated the landmission,” she said.
scape
exhibitions
into their syllabi. In connection with the
Last fall, the Cornell presented three simultaneous
exhibitions, the Museum hosted a film and lecture series on
exhibitions, each focusing on landscapes. “I was inspired by
the environment, which included a film of Rachel Carson’s
the Lawrence collection,” McKinnon said, referring to several
seminal work Silent Spring, a lecture on American
notable American landscape paintings donated to the Cornell
Transcendentalism,
and talks by some of the featured artists.
by Marion W. and Samuel B. Lawrence ’95H in the 1990s.
In January 2007, in connection with the exhibition
These and other paintings included in the exhibition Tranquil
Crossing
the Line: African American Artists in the Jacqueline
Vistas: Nineteenth Century Landscapes furnished a sharp
Bradley
and
Clarence Otis, Jr. Collection, the Cornell hosted
contrast to the contemporary realities of industrialization and
a
symposium
that brought together leading scholars and critics,
urbanization reflected in Revising Arcadia and the “imaginary
as well as two of the artists featured in the exhibition: Fred
landscapes” of renowned photographer Jerry Uelsmann featured
Wilson, whose work has achieved international recognition,
in Mindscapes: Earth and Sky. “We want to offer exhibitions
and photographer Lyle Ashton Harris, who will be featured
that reflect current contemporary issues and encourage
in the 2007 Venice Biennale, arguably the most important
conversations about these issues from different points of
international exhibition of contemporary art in the world.
view,” McKinnon explained.
Even faculty whose disciplines fall outside the traditional
frame of the arts are finding ways to engage their students at
the Museum. Jay Yellen, professor of mathematics, conducts
“Art with Jay” sessions throughout the year. Math students
join their professor outside of class to enjoy viewing the
exhibitions together and share their opinions about what they
see. “Their learning to appreciate and derive pleasure from the
arts is every bit as important as their learning the mathematics
they are studying,” Yellen said. “As I tell my students, and
anyone else who will listen, there’s life beyond mathematics,
and more to life than one’s career.”
“It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in
creative expression and knowledge,” Albert Einstein said.
The Cornell Fine Arts Museum is supplying fresh canvas for
Rollins’ teachers to practice that fine art. ■

Collegiate docent Angel Becks ’06 with local
middle school students in the Myers Gallery
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The education programs of The George D. and Harriet W. Cornell
Fine Arts Museum are funded in part by grants from the Institute of
Museum and Library Services, the Hume Foundation, the Orlando
Magic Youth Foundation, the Winifred Johnson Clive Foundation,
and The Martin Andersen-Gracia Andersen Foundation, Inc.

ALUMNI OF NOTE

Rollins College is proud of its alumni, who are actively
contributing to the health, wealth, productivity, harmony,
spiritual guidance, and hope of citizens throughout the
world. To help spread the good news, each issue of
the Rollins Alumni Record features “Alumni of Note.” If you
would like to suggest any alumni who should be
spotlighted, please contact the Alumni Relations office at
1-800-799-ALUM or e-mail us at alumni@rollins.edu.

Joel Ruth ’80BR
Treasured vocation ■ How does one go from earning a Rollins
degree in business and economics to becoming a bona fide
treasure hunter?
For Joel Ruth, the journey began in earnest when he was a young
boy growing up in Switzerland. He read a 1967 National Geographic
article on marine treasures in Florida and he was mesmerized. Little did
Ruth realize that six years later, he would be living just 20 miles from
where the story took place. Or that 20 years after that, he would be
working with some of the people featured in the article.
Today, Ruth is considered one of the world’s premier active shipwreck hunters and salvagers. He has two businesses based in Ecuador:
Exploración del Mar del Sur S.A. (South Seas Explorations, Inc.) and
Los Caballeros Aventureros S.A. (The Gentlemen Adventurers, Inc.).
Each company holds 100 square miles of exclusive ocean lease containing
several wrecks that have yet to be explored. Ruth, currently in negotiations
with officials, is poised to expand his operations into Peru.
An October 8 Orlando Sentinel article, “$1 Billion Treasure
Hunt,” documented Los Caballeros Aventureros’ ongoing quest for the
Nuestra Señora de la Magdalena (Our Lady of Magdalena), a Spanish
galleon that sank off the Ecuadorian coast in 1612, and its abundant
treasure. Their search has uncovered “a very clear 700-foot-long trail of
debris that we plotted on computer maps,” Ruth said.
While the first survey work for this project began at the site in
October 2003, actual excavations were delayed when Hurricane Jeanne
hit Florida in 2004 and destroyed the excavation ship Ruth had planned
to acquire to take to Ecuador. “Much of 2005 was spent locating and
refurbishing another recovery vessel, as well as completely gutting and
rebuilding the inside of my house, also damaged by the storm,” Ruth
explained. “However, despite the setbacks, we never once considered
giving up, and we finally were able to begin serious work in late August
of 2006.”
The artifacts recovered and data collected since then have confirmed
that they’ve got the right ship. “We now understand how she broke
apart,” Ruth said. “We have been able to project a cone of extrapolation
out across the bay and will be returning shortly to try to locate the
main portion of the ship through magnetometer surveying.”
A self-educated marine archaeologist who spent his early years
working under the direction of qualified individuals and was certified
as a field archaeologist by the State of Florida in 1996, Ruth also
specializes in dating and restoring Spanish coins and other marine
artifacts recovered from the sea floor. “I learned some of the techniques
from the old-timers, and later we developed more advanced methods,

which have set new standards and taken coin conservation techniques
to new heights,” he said.
So what happens to all that recovered booty? Half of any fortune
Ruth’s teams recover goes to the company and then the shareholders
and employees. The other half goes to the government of the host
nation where the expedition took place and typically ends up in
museums. It’s a system Ruth wholeheartedly advocates as it ensures
that many of the artifacts will be preserved for history and public
enlightenment.
However, even treasure hunters have bills to pay, so much of their
share is eventually sold or given to shareholders to dispose of as they
wish. “None of this treasure could be found without the support of
investment risk capital,” Ruth said. “It may seem like millions, but after
all is said and done, our share is modest.”
Now living in Indialantic, Florida, Ruth has a personal collection
of artifacts and coins that he plans to bequeath to a museum one day.
Reflecting on the influence of his Rollins studies, he said he’s been
lucky to be able to “combine my love of history with the principles of
business management and international commerce I learned at Rollins,
to produce a viable enterprise.”
When asked to what he attributes his success, Ruth framed his
response in an appropriately nautical metaphor. “Whenever your sand
castle is kicked over and stomped into the ground by life, you should
pause, take a deep breath, utter a prayer, and then slowly and
deliberately set about rebuilding it. Learn from the past error and
make it better than before.”—Russ J. Stacey ’05HH
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Doug Satzman ’96
Savoring success ■ What may be just a grandé, triple-shot, non-fat,
extra-hot, one-pump mocha latté to you is substantially more to Doug
Satzman. Not only is it his favorite drink, it’s his life.
As director of new stores for Starbucks Coffee Company, Satzman
spends most of his time thinking about coffee. His mission: to find,
design, and build the best and brightest locales for coffee lovers to grab
their favorite handcrafted beverages.
Satzman landed his first job out of Rollins at Ritz Camera’s corporate
office in the Washington, DC metro area. There, he learned the importance
of negotiating for prime real estate, developing detailed market strategy,
and supporting growth in various market niches along the East Coast.
That experience served him well in his next business endeavor: helping to
aggressively grow the Blockbuster Video chain during its expansion years
at the end of the ’90s. In 2000, wisely deciding to capitalize on the
experience and energy of this ambitious young entrepreneur, Starbucks
Coffee lured Satzman to grow their real estate portfolio in the MidAtlantic states. Within four years, he was promoted to run a division in
California, and he and his wife, Heather, relocated to San Francisco.
In just seven years at Starbucks, Satzman has already had a role in
developing over 400 new stores. In addition to leading the real estate teams,
he is responsible for design and construction efforts. “The challenge is to
create a store that is true to Starbucks’ brand identity while meeting the
needs of the community, to attract new customers while delivering the
‘home-away-from-home’ experience our core customers expect,” he said.

Satzman credits his Rollins experience with being a powerful influence and
source of inspiration. “I double-majored
in economics and psychology, and both
disciplines have been invaluable to my career,” he said. A member of the
Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity when it was re-chartered in 1992, he
learned about leadership, group dynamics, and embracing a variety of
personalities from diverse backgrounds—all key ingredients to building
an organization that will continue to thrive as new leaders come and go.
Satzman’s experiences and entrepreneurial spirit have enabled
him to embrace his leadership role and make his own indelible mark at
Starbucks. “Not everyone in corporate America is given the autonomy to
make decisions and run their business unit like their own company, but
Starbucks is different,” he explained. “I definitely feel like I’ve been able to
leave my thumbprint and support my team in taking the same level of
ownership in their pieces of the business.”
It’s not just the business side of things that Satzman loves about his
job. It’s also the fact that Starbucks really does try to do the right thing, he
explained—from supporting small coffee growers in developing nations
to following environmentally sound business practices. “Finding the right
career path is a lot like finding the right college,” he said. “If you seek out
new experiences; surround yourself with inspiring leaders, professors, and
peers; and take a few risks, then you may just surprise yourself with the
path you end up on.”— Zaida Rios

Catherine Hammett Stabler ’74
Good chemistry ■ We’ve all been there:
Arm propped on a table with a needle stuck
in it as a phlebotomist collects a tube of
blood. Your arm is cleaned up, bandaged,
and that little piece of you—your blood
and all its vital, and private, information—
is labeled and whisked away for “testing.”
Just what does that mean? And who gets to
see this most intimate part of you?
If your doctor is trying to discern just how well you’re responding to
therapeutic drugs, that person might be Catherine Hammett-Stabler—
at least it would be if you had lab work done at the McLendon Clinical
Laboratories at the University of North Carolina Hospitals in Chapel Hill,
where Hammett-Stabler is an associate director of the Core Laboratories
and director of clinical toxicology, clinical pharmacology, and pediatric
metabolism. Hammett-Stabler helps doctors fine-tune drug therapies for
patients by monitoring how well they respond to drugs.
She’s also training the next generation of clinical laboratory scientists,
physicians, pathologists, and toxicologists in the classrooms of UNC’s
School of Medicine, where she is an associate professor guiding students
and trainees through laboratory medicine and clinical chemistry courses.
Her mission is to prepare the students to move on to the next step in their
medical careers, especially if that next step will lead them to a lab.
“Most second-year medical students don’t realize why I’m involved in
their education,” Hammett-Stabler said. “It’s usually not until they start
their rotations in the third year that they begin to appreciate the clinical
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lab’s role in patient care and realize that the tests we perform make a difference in their ability to diagnose and treat patients. And unfortunately,
most patients don’t understand who we are. To them, the laboratory is a
black box—their sample goes there and a result appears in the doctor’s
hands. In reality, the testing is performed by a number of highly trained
professionals who stay behind the scenes but are dedicated to providing
accurate and correct test results.”
Hammett-Stabler’s talents have been in high demand throughout her
career. After receiving her bachelor’s degree in chemistry from Rollins, she
earned a master’s at the University of Florida before heading to the
University of Alabama at Birmingham to perform research and development
for their clinical laboratory and work on her Ph.D. She later became an
instructor in the pathology department at the university. In 1993, she was
offered a summer research fellowship at Brooks Air Force Base in Texas.
There she studied hyperbaric medicine and new medical therapies to treat
carbon monoxide poisoning. She then worked at the base’s drug-testing
facility, testing pilots and airplane service personnel for illegal drugs, before
being recruited by the University of Florida to run their graduate program
and serve as medical director of the core lab. It wasn’t long before she was
snatched up again—this time by UNC.
In 2006, Hammett-Stabler was awarded the Outstanding
Contributions in Education Award by the American Association for
Clinical Chemistry. These days, when she has to prop her own arm on
that table for a blood draw, she feels confident in the people performing
tests on the sample. After all, she likely played a role in teaching them
what they know.—Maureen Harmon

Kevin Smith ’86
Ocean view ■ Kevin Smith has traveled the world over for his work,
and wherever he goes, he invariably ends up with an ocean view. During
his post-doctoral work at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography,
University of California-San Diego, for example, Smith was sent on a
four-week business trip. He flew to the Azores, small islands off the
coast of Portugal, and from there, boarded a research ship and sailed to
the mid-Atlantic Ridge, where he and colleagues transmitted signals into
the ocean water to study deep-ocean reverberation.
For many people, this may not seem like research that affects
everyday life. But consider this: The more ocean physicists like Smith
know about how sonar signals react in the ocean, the easier it is for
them to tell what’s out there. And what’s out there may be a beluga
whale—or it may be a submarine headed into restricted waters.
Today, as an associate professor at the Naval Postgraduate School in
Monterey, California, Smith is continuing that work. He’ll tell you that
in addition to teaching physics courses, his research involves “underwater
acoustic propagation and modeling”—scientist-speak for figuring out
how sound travels through water by first documenting everything from
temperature changes to water pressure and salinity, and then using that
data to create models of the ocean’s ever-changing atmosphere. He can
tell you, for example, what happens when sound waves hit ocean waves,
or sea-floor sediments, or other underwater features. Armed with that
information, he and his colleagues can determine where ocean eddies
might be located, what the local properties of the ocean floor may be,
or where underwater volcanoes might lie.
Smith has studied waters off the coasts of China and South
Korea, both U.S. coastlines, and the Mediterranean. He’s been to
Singapore, Turkey, Greece, and areas throughout Western Europe

and China. In 2006, he and his
family spent six months living in
Holland, where he worked with the
Royal Netherlands Navy.
The route to all those spots began
at Rollins, where he earned a bachelor’s
degree in physics. He went on to earn
a master’s degree from Yale University
and initially thought he’d stay there to pursue a Ph.D. in particle
physics. But a growing interest in earth science led him to the doctoral
program in applied marine physics at the University of Miami where he
could combine his love of physics with his love of the ocean. There, he
learned how to use sound to study the ocean’s structure.
With that education and training in underwater acoustics, Smith
was able to move on to research like the kind he conducted for the
Scripps Institution of Oceanography, and more recently, research into
what he calls the “hot topic in underwater acoustics”: vector sensors.
Unlike previous technology, vector sensors are able not only to
measure the presence of a sound pressure wave, but also can provide
information on the direction of energy flow in the acoustic field. This
information helps to accurately characterize the interaction of the
sound with the environment—to monitor ocean structure, quantify
physical properties, or determine from which direction sounds are
being emitted.
That type of information can prove valuable to the Navy as it
protects the United States’ coastal borders. In fact, Smith is already
packing his bags for his next venture: a visiting professorship at the
Naval Undersea Warfare Center in Rhode Island.—Maureen Harmon

Rob Haralson ’96
High-tech PR ■ Every job has its share of
politics, but this is especially true for Rob
Haralson ’96 in his role as director of
technology policy communications at 463
Communications. The Washington, DCbased firm helps technology companies
maneuver the prickly, confusing world of
politics and public policy from a media
standpoint. “My job allows me to utilize both my public policy and
communications experience, and I get to work with leading tech companies
like Sun Microsystems, Cisco, and VeriSign,” Haralson said.
A Rollins education turned out to be the perfect antidote for all the
Beltway political double-speak. Whether Haralson’s writing a press
statement or pitching a story to a reporter, he credits his alma mater
with helping him keep his objectives clear and concise. “As an English
major, I was forced to become an articulate writer, which has helped me
tremendously here in Washington.”
After growing up in the tiny Tennessee town of Maryville, Haralson
found his way to Rollins. “During my initial campus visit, after getting
dropped off by a cab in front of Mills Lawn, I walked around for about 15
minutes and immediately knew Rollins was where I was supposed to be. I
was blown away by the school’s beauty. The English department was a huge
selling point, as well. Just meeting a handful of the professors and sitting in
on a couple of classes during that first visit was enough to seal the deal.”

Following graduation, Haralson began his career by paying his dues
“in the trenches” of both the U.S. House and Senate. He eventually left
the Hill and took a position as a policy analyst and communications
director for a high-tech trade association. In October 2005, he joined
463 Communications as the first hire outside of the company’s three
founding partners.
In these media-savvy, instant-information times, Haralson sees the
firm’s role as more meaningful than ever. “We help shape the public debate
on a host of issues, such as net neutrality, eco-responsibility, and adoption of
open standards,” he said.
One of his proudest achievements at 463 to date was the successful PR
launch of StopBadware.org, a consumer-driven online initiative aimed at
fighting spyware and other malicious online programs. StopBadware.org
identifies potentially harmful programs and Web sites, analyzes them, and
produces reports based on their findings. “463’s job has been to help get the
word out through the media on these harmful applications,” Haralson said.
Like everyone who uses a computer, Haralson hates adware, spam,
pop-up ads, and all the other hijackers floating around in cyberspace. So it
was especially satisfying when, through the efforts of StopBadware.org, the
U.S. District Court in Nevada recently shut down a spyware operator. “I
know the statistics on how much it costs consumers each year to fight such
harmful online programs,” he said. “We were pleased to hear that they got
shut down, and it felt good to help get the bad guy, if only one of them.”
Chalk one up for the little guy.—Russ J. Stacey ’05HH
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▼

ROLLINS CAMPUS:
Emilie Davis (r), daughter of Mary Wismar-Davis ’76 ’80MBA,
with her niece (and Mary’s granddaughter) Mary Katherine
Bennett at the Rollins Fox Day Picnic

“Now, therefore, I, the Rollins Fox, do hereby cancel
all classes, meetings, seminars, and other gatherings
of the College scheduled for this day, and urge the
students and alumni to spend these hours in those
pursuits which strengthen friendships, banish
discord, and add to memories which give pleasure.”

ORLANDO, FLORIDA:
Heather Tomkin Welch ’00
and her son celebrated
Fox Day with their “pet fox”
at Universal Studios

–The Fox Day Proclamation

▼

MIAMI, FLORIDA:
Allison Stattner ’98 and Francisco
Areano ’98 at Tarpon Bend

▼ VERO BEACH, FLORIDA:
Jeff Fisher ’66 ’67MBA, Kathy
TenEyck Marshall ’67, Craig
Marshall, Nancy Hopwood ’68,
Linda Grisham ’67, Jim Carney ’65,
and Laurie Gordon Carney ’66

▼

On April 11, President Lewis Duncan placed the beloved fox statue
on Mills Lawn, and, for the first time ever, its presence extended not
only across the nation, but across the globe from San Francisco and
New York to Hapsburg, Germany; London, England; and Lomé,
Togo. Alumni all over the world gathered to live out the Fox Day
Proclamation to “spend these hours in those pursuits which
strengthen friendships, banish discord, and add to memories which
give pleasure.” They gathered with other alumni , w i t h f r i e n d s w h o
needed answers to the question “What is Fox Day?” (but who didn’t
mind an excuse to have a good time), and with family, introducing
Fox D a y t o a w h o l e n e w g e n e r a t i o n .

NEW YORK CITY:
(l-r) Reilly Anderson ’05, Brian Pennacchio ’05, Kate Gallagher
’06, Jen Ryan-Goblisch '92, Nick Karpinski ’04 ’05MBA, Sarah
Culbertson ’06, Carly Arrasmith, and Ben Woodward ’04

“Traveling with my two daughters to Scottsdale, AZ, I was excited to
experience the greeting of a “live fox” outside my nephew’s room on Fox
Day! We gave the fox amazing sticky buns from the previous night’s
restaurant adventure, thinking that would guarantee a revisit…not so.”
—Scuppy Gordon Kern ’79
The Great Fox Day Hoax of 1976:
“In May of 1976, my freshman year at Rollins, some friends and I
made a fake fox and planted it on the lawn in front of the old library
late one night. It didn’t look anything like the real fox because we
didn’t know what the real fox looked like. He hadn’t made an
appearance on the campus in years. But that didn’t matter to the
students who spied him that morning. Teachers and administrators
shouted that it was a hoax
and to get to class. But it
was too late. Students
already were skipping out
to the beach.”
—Heidi Daniel ’79

THE HOAX TEAM:
Sculptor Debi King ’79
(center), instigators Steve
Bianco ’76 (l) and B o b b y
Bianco ’78 (2nd from r),
Cindy Job ’79 (2nd from l),
and two other unidentified
assistants; photographed by
Heidi Daniel ’79

CLASS NEWS

Class News Editor: Laura J. Cole ’04
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I 1944
John Bistline was featured in the
Orlando Sentinel for his presentation “A
Tale of Two Towns,” which compared
the growth of Longwood and
Altamonte Springs, FL from their
beginnings. According to the article,
John’s “roots grow deep in south
Seminole County. His mother’s family
has been in the area since 1881 and his
father’s family since 1911.”
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Travel is Betty VanMater Matthews’
passion. She spent one year in Asia and
three months in South America exploring cultures and natural and architectural
wonders. In 2005, she moved from
New Hampshire to Berkeley, CA,
where her daughters, Kristen and Darah,
and their families live across the street
from her. Her son, Mitchel, and his
family live in nearby Monterey. Betty
writes, “The San Francisco and Monterey
Bay areas of California are great places
to live. They are intellectually, culturally,
and politically stimulating and the nat-

I 1964

I 1968

Wally Hubbard continues to travel
and write about his experiences with
rural and indigenous cultures around
the world. His new book, Grandfather’s
Gift: A Journey to the Heart of the World,
will be released in July under the name
Ethan Hubbard. Wally writes, “Hi to
all of my friends. I think of you fondly
and often.”

Ronny Kessler Hornug ’75MBA has
been married for 23 years to husband
Bob. She teaches social studies at a
junior high school and is an owner of
Mom & Pop’s Cone Corner in New
Albany, IN. Her daughter, SaraRose, is
a sophomore at Indiana University
Southeast and the starting catcher on
the school’s inaugural softball team.
Ronny writes, “I hope to return to
campus this August for a long-overdue
visit.” Though her husband Brewster
Gillies passed away in 2005, Lillian
Stauffacher Gillies remains active. She
is president-elect of a local Rotary club
and spends many enjoyable hours with
her one-year-old granddaughter, Meg.
Last June, Lillian retired from a 40-year
teaching career.

I 1965
Fred Frederic, who has owned and
operated McDonalds restaurants for 36
years, has been elected to the administrative council of the National
Advertising Review Board, which gov-

I 1946
Frank Sussler and his wife, Joan, are
retired. Joan worked for 35 years at
Yale, where she was the curator of 18thcentury English satirical prints and
drawings. Frank retired as head of the
appraisal section in the consulting services division of Ford, Bacon & Davis, a
global design/construct corporation.
He also served as vice chair of the
Connecticut Chapter of Common
Cause and on the board of advisors of
the Institute of World Affairs.

I 1947
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Margaret Van Duzer Jelstrom sold her
home in Ft. Lauderdale and bought
one in Casselberry, FL, where she will
be living with her son, Kai, and family.

I 1951
L.D. Bochette serves as treasurer on
the Edison & Ford Winter Estates
Board of Trustees.

I 1957
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Acting is Jonathan Dunn-Rankin’s
preoccupation. He just finished a
seven-week, sold-out run with rave
reviews as Shelly Levene in David
Mamet’s Glengarry Glen Ross at
6th@Penn Theatre in San Diego. In
May, he played Pope Julius II in a new
play about Leonardo da Vinci and
Michelangelo in Florence called The
School of the World, and in August, he’ll
play an otherworldly visitor from the
future in The End of Death.

WELCOME ABOARD
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I 1970
The Alumni Association Board of Directors welcomes the following
new members: Anthony J. Levecchio ’68 ’69MBA, Plano, TX;
William D. Murphy, Jr. ’74, McLean, VA; Anne Crichton Crews
’75, Dallas, TX; Gregory M. Goldman ’00, Orlando, FL; and
Bertram T. Martin III ’03, Tampa, FL.
Congratulation to our newest Alumni Trustee, Sandra Hill Smith
’73 ’74MBA, who joins William K. Caler ’67 and Michael G.
Peterson ’74 on the Rollins College Board of Trustees.
Many thanks to our outgoing Alumni Association Board members
for their service, dedication, and Rollins spirit: Sandra Hill Smith
’73 ’74MBA (Treasurer) and Raymond M. Fannon ’82 (Member
at Large).

ural landscapes are gorgeous.” In the
spring, Phyllis Zatlin spent her
sabbatical working on translating three
plays. Her translation of a Paloma
Pedrero play dealing with the terrorist
attack on Madrid was staged in New
York in 2006. Phyllis and her husband,
George, took advantage of the free time
during her sabbatical by spending three
weeks in Spain.

I 1963
After four years of living in an RV,
Harold “Crick” Hatch has settled in
Folkston, GA, which is just north of
Jacksonville. He writes, “I love living in
this small, rural town. The best part of
Folkston is the 70 trains per day.
Folkston is getting to be a famous spot
for rail fans, and even CBS did a segment on trainwatching here.”

erns all of McDonalds’ advertising decisions in the USA. Cary Fuller was
among the first recipients of an
endowed faculty chair at Rye Country
Day School (NY), where he has
worked for 37 years. The Board of
Trustees and the Campaign Steering
Committee at Rye created an Endowed
Faculty Chair program to honor and
reward outstanding teachers in all three
divisions of their school. In the
announcement, the school wrote of
Cary, “As Drama Department chair
and director of countless school productions, Mr. Fuller has committed
himself to building a thriving drama
program and developing and inspiring
students’ budding talents.”

I 1967

4 0 TH R E U N I O N 2 0 0 8

Martin Mathews left the Breeders’
Cup for the World Equestrian Games,
which will be held at the Kentucky
Horse Park in 2010. The World
Equestrian Games is an Olympic-type
event held every four years, and 2010
will be the first time it has been held in
the United States.

I 1972
Sherry McGee Barsanti informs us
that her bridal business, I DO Bridal &
Tuxedo, is still going well after 15 years,
as is her storage business, Alton Self
Storage. Her son, Nino, lives in her
home in Aventura, FL and graduates
this year from Lynn University in Boca
Raton. Sherry writes, “I still chat with
Cara Kenny Von Geczy ’73. I enjoy
every call from Rollins buds, and I
hope to hear updates from a lot of
you—you know who you are!”
Richard Pellaton has created a new
company, which will import the prestigious cognac HINE from France, and
continues to work with Voss Water,
which he incorporated in 2000.

I 1973
Patricia Gleason was featured on the
front page of the March 12, 2007 issue
of the Orlando Sentinel after being
appointed by Florida Governor Charlie
Crist to lead Florida’s first Office of
Open Government, which was created
“to make sure people through state govSUMMER 2007 31

ernment understand—and follow—
the state’s public-records law.” Pat was
quoted in the article as saying, “It’s
what makes a democracy work…It
makes government accountable.
Without open government, then the
people are merely bystanders in the
democratic process.”

John Oliver “Jack” Rich ’38
LIVING A RICH LIFE ■ On most spring
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I 1975
In April, Stephen Gabbard earned a
black belt in ICS kempo karate. He
works as a principal scientist at
Applied Research Associates.

I 1976

JUDY WATSON TRACY

afternoons, the Florida sun shines brightly on the
face of Rollins’ most esteemed landmark, the
Knowles Memorial Chapel, illuminating the
brightly colored stained glass window high
above the entrance and bringing to life the
ornate features within.
On this particular spring afternoon, and on
many days like it, a man takes a seat in one of
the Chapel’s back pews and begins to write.
Though not a sermon, his words speak to the
power of spirit and prayer—and to his love for
the college that had such a significant influence
on his life. They are part of his latest project:
the memoirs of John Oliver “Jack” Rich ’38.
The son of an Episcopal minister and one of
eight children, Rich was 9 years old when he
was sent as a boarder to St. Paul’s School to
earn tuition for five years as a soprano in the
all-male choir of Old St. Paul’s Church. When
his voice changed, he was transferred to Saint
James School in western Maryland, where as a
senior he was slated to go to Princeton or
Trinity, both of which at that time were all male.
“By then, I had very well had enough of the allmale world,” he said.
Fate sent Hamilton Holt ’49H to Saint James
that year to speak to the students about a co-ed,
“experimental-type” institution of higher education in Winter Park, Florida. “Within the first few
minutes of his talk, I knew very well I wanted to
go to Rollins College,” Rich said. “President
Holt described his ‘Conference Plan’ of teaching, where the emphasis was on learning and
not grades, and it was absolutely fascinating.
And then he showed pictures of the co-eds, and
I thought, that’s where I want to go to college!”
Get into just about any topic of conversation
with Rich, and it’s not long before Holt’s name
comes up. “Being around Holt was like being
with a modern-day Socrates,” he said.
The influence is obvious: Rich has devoted
much of his life to helping others see the
importance of a multi-faceted education rich in
spirituality, literature, and discussion. His
nonprofit Educational Counseling Service,
established in 1964, is one part consultancy
and one part philanthropy—a one-man show
committed to guiding parents and students
toward schools and programs that best serve
the needs of each student.
While at Rollins, Rich considered a career in
architecture, but it was the tail end of the Great
Depression, and there was little work for architects. Once again, Holt stepped in and helped
Rich find his way. While in the car together on
the way to watch Rollins’ football team take on
Florida Southern, Holt encouraged Rich to
combine his love of education and travel. With
$100 in his pocket and a good word from his
mentor, Rich set sail on the Normandie for
France to work at the MacJannet American
School near Paris.
With the exception of a tour of duty with U.S.
Air Combat Intelligence during World War II,
Rich spent the better part of two decades

teaching in both Europe and the U.S. at independent boarding schools. He also helped raise
three sons in the Swiss Alps, two of whom later
attended Rollins: Philip ’78HH ’86MBA and
Jeffrey ’80, who married Sharon Hawley ’80.
Rich’s love of his alma mater eventually
brought him home to Winter Park to serve as
the College’s first dean of admission—a title he
held for 14 years (1949-1963) and now holds in
emeritus status. He took to the role with zeal,
seeking to bring to Rollins the finest young
minds in the nation. Among those in the first
group he recruited were Fred Rogers ’51, a
transfer from Dartmouth, and first-year students
Anthony Perkins ’54 and John Reardon ’54.
As Rich continues writing in the back of the
Chapel, the silence is broken by a mostwelcomed sound: the glorious tones of the
Chapel organ—made possible by his diligence.
During a campaign spearheaded by Rich at the
turn of this century, the College raised just short
of $1 million to refurbish the Aeolian-Skinner/
Randall Dyer organ and its 5,000 pipes, and to
endow the instrument to ensure that the Rollins
community will always hear, as Rich calls it,
“sacred music.” Rich’s efforts were recognized
with the George Morgan Ward Medal, named for
Rollins’ third president, which was presented at the
inaugural concert featuring the renovated organ.
Now 91 years old, Rich continues to focus
his efforts on the future of his beloved Rollins
College and the youth of this nation. When
asked how to better educate our children for
the host of challenges they will face, he looked
to his favorite campus spot: Knowles Chapel.
“These are changing times, and there is much
more to education than training the mind,” he
said. “The spirit is an important part of our emotional growth.” He likes to borrow the words of
the man he credits with guiding him through life:
Don’t let your studies interfere with your
education.—Hamilton Holt.
—Nathaniel Eberle ’98 ’01MACCT

Last July, Gary Lickle and daughter
Sasha ’04 enjoyed a reunion with
Scott Morrison ’77MBA, Caroline

Jogerst Sabin ’77, and Beth
Lightbourn Cooke ’77, celebrating
Beth’s birthday at her family’s island
off of Hope Town in the Bahamas.
Also last year, Gary ran into
Richard Spencer along with
Cabell ’77 and Kathy Mitchell
Williams ’79 and their four children on Richard’s boat Ulysses at the
West Palm Beach Boat Show.

I 1977
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Joe Pilley writes, “Say hello to
Steve Bianco ’76, who helped
make a fox statue that was put on
the main lawn. Slowly but surely,
students and professors celebrated
by taking the day off, except for
lunch and dinner at the old
Beanery. Go Tars!” Catharine
Pixley McLaury has spent the last
12 years in Paris. She writes, “I
would love to have contact with
any alumni who come to visit this
great city!” Over a year ago,
Wickford Welden moved to
Larchmont, NY, where he now lives
in a condo near a beautiful park
overlooking the Sound. One of
Will Graves’ latest charitable causes
has been helping to raise funds and
visibility for The Five Stones
Project, an organization created and
run by Tessie Swope ’08. Five
Stones’ mission is to improve the
quality of life in impoverished
villages in the Dominican Republic.

I 1981

Will and Tessie (center) are pictured
here with Five Stones vice president
Rebeca Montaner ’08 (r) and Peggy
Crosby, who gave full scholarships to
the girls at a campus event honoring
Tessie in April.

I 1978
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Linda Bowes resides in Vero Beach,
FL, where she is a buyer for Macy’s.
Her son, Colin, attends Northwestern
University, where he is majoring in
economics. Linda writes, “I do miss my
four wonderful years at Rollins and all
of my Rollins friends. Sally Knott
Lundquist, if you are out there reading
this, I would love to hear from you!”
Margie Lynn Wilson sends news that
she had a “big” birthday getaway on
Kiawah Island with Diana Dixon
Wright, Bailey Johnson Scheurer,

Gerald Ladner has
been named vice
president of State
Auto Middle Market
Insurance’s
(SAMMI) new
southwestern zone office in Austin, TX.
SAMMI was created in early 2004 in
response to agent requests to expand
the size and scope of its commercial
lines business to include larger commercial risks, usually with at least
$100,000 in annual premium. In 2002,
Gerald was named one of 35 rising
executives within the insurance industry by Business Insurance magazine.

I 1979
Ginny Guyton-Anderson enjoys the
changing world of pediatric medicine
and looks forward to Central Florida’s
expanding services at Florida Hospital,
Arnold Palmer Hospital, and the projected Nemours Hospital, which will
be built near the new medical school.
She writes, “Kids may drool but soon
they’ll rule in Central Florida.”

band Pier, Bill ’85 and Lia Baker
Southwick, Mike and Trish Coomes
Gallagher, and Bill and Jana Bigham.
Michael Siek (see Family Additions)
and his family moved from New
Canaan, CT to Rowayton, CT. He is
also celebrating 10 years at Spencer
Trask Ventures.

I 1985

I 1987

Patrick Norris earned certification as a
senior professional in human resources
from the Society of Human Resources
Management. Pat works as the assistant
director of human resources for Cirque
du Soleil’s resident shows division in
Las Vegas.

Hirschhorn
Museum and
Sculpture Garden
director Olga Viso
was pictured in a
photo with Yoko
Ono, who was
adding to the museum’s ‘Wish Tree for
Washington, DC,’ in USA Today’s online
“Day in Celebrities” on April 3, 2007.
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Follow your beliefs and carry your
Rollins degree with pride. This was
the advice Dennis Gingold ’71,
lead attorney for Elouise Cobell and
the Indian Trust case (Cobell v.
Kempthorne), gave this year’s
nearly 360 graduates at the Arts &
Sciences commencement ceremony.
During the ceremony, Rollins
awarded both Gingold and Cobell,
executive director of the Native
American Community Development
Corporation, honorary doctor of
laws degrees.

I 1982
Sarah Taylor Lockhart, and Kathy
Mitchell Williams ’79. The St. Joe
Company (JOE) appointed Bill
McCalmont to chief financial officer.
Bill comes to the CFO position with
over 20 years of combined treasury,
finance, and CFO experience at financial, real estate, and hospitality companies. Susan Stickney Rohrer has been
busy traveling to Africa with Children
of Tanzania, a non-profit organization.
At home, her 8-year-old daughter,
Faith, keeps her busy while her other
children, Bryce and Meagan, are both
in college.

his theater projects, Zach has a
planned podcast of a Brokeback
Mountain-style Oedipus to coincide
with World AIDS Day on December
1st and a modern reworking of
Sophocles’ Antigone about a woman
forensic scientist in a post-dictator
Latin American country.

I 1983
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Diana Chrissis reports that fellow
Kappa Kappa Gamma alumna Cindy
Jennings Reeves once again has been
named one of Golf for Women magazine’s Top 50 Teachers in the U.S. The
honorees are outstanding women
teachers who meet Golf For Women’s
criteria and have made a significant
contribution to the game.

I 1984
Zach Dunbar completed his Ph.D.
in drama and theatre studies at Royal
Holloway at the University of
London. His thesis explored the
ancient and modern reception of the
Greek tragic chorus alongside convergences in the history of science,
music, and theatre space. “Its early
provenance was largely due to my
senior thesis with Professor Karl
Peters, with whom I explored the dialogue between modern ethics and science,” Zach writes. He reports that
the thesis has been deemed publishable and is under consideration by
UK and European publishers. As for

I 1988
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Jeanne Desrosiers Hill (see Family
Additions) writes, “I live in the Atlanta
metro area and would love to hear
from those girls from the ‘Third Floor
of McKean Hall.’”

I 1989
Richard
Stockton and his
fiancée Maureen
will marry in
Hawaii this July.

I 1986

I 1990

In November, Ken Jacobs (see Family
Additions) adopted a little boy from
Vietnam. He writes, “We’re both home
safe and happy!” Elizabeth Johnson
works as the environmental supervisor
at the Orange County Environmental
Protection Division, where she is in
charge of the natural resource management section that includes environmental permitting and compliance,
national pollutant discharge elimination system, Green PLACE, a water
quality laboratory, and lake management. Laurin Matthews Baldwin
sends news that in April alumni, spous-

After 10 years of producing and writing
television programs in California, Lisa
Huffman has returned to her hometown of Chicago, where she writes for
NBC News. She recently finished a
master’s in clinical social work. Lisa
writes, “I enjoy frequent visits with
Winter Park resident and fellow alumna Carol Kostick.” Louis Ross has
been appointed president and CEO of
Virtus Advanced Sensors, a leading
developer and manufacturer of nextgeneration motion sensing technology
based on MEMS technology. Louis is
also president of two Virtus subsidiaries, Virtus Japan K.K. in Tokyo
and Virtus Asia, Ltd. in Hong Kong.

I 1991

es, children, and friends gathered at
The Swag in North Carolina for the
22nd year. Those attending were John
’83 and Laura Coltrane Riley ’83,
Laurin’s husband Robert Baldwin ’85,
Frank Chase ’85 and his wife Ellie,
Sara Kettler Friend ’85 and her hus-

After 10 years in Africa and Latin
America working for NGOs and
USDS, Kate Baker Jefferson now lives
in San Antonio, TX with husband
Frederick and 4-yearold daughter Kaia. She
writes, “I would love to
hear from my Rollins
friends!” Denise
Gossett is the founder
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and festival director of Shriekfest
Horror/Scifi Film Festival. She is also
an actress and can be seen be seen in
the movie The Last Ride with Dennis
Hopper and on the TV shows Veronica
Mars, Zoey 101, Fashion House, Drake
and Josh, and Mind and Mencia, among
others. John Wolforth (see Family
Additions), his partner Mark, and their
son Hunter have returned to their
home in Telluride, CO, where they
reside part time. They spend the other
six months of the year in Santiago,
Chile.

DOING UNTO OTHERS ■ It was the fall
of ’48, and Deener Vigeant, steaming toward
Florida aboard the West Coast Champion, had
reason to be excited even before she heard the
knock on her Pullman-car door. She was leaving
home for the first time to become a college
freshman.
A new acquaintance had come to
announce that the president of Rollins College
was in the club car and would meet with students
at eight o’clock. That meeting was Diane Vigeant
Matthews’ introduction to President Hamilton
Holt, the Conference Plan, impromptu scholarship, and a lifelong affection for Rollins College.
“There were six or eight of us,” she
recalled. “We sat on the floor. He described the
uniqueness of Rollins and the beauty of
conference-type teaching. He was excited
about arriving with us and having us see Rollins
for the first time. He talked about the League of
Nations, where we were in the world, and our
need to have a world view.”
Matthews found that world view at Rollins,
where she wasted no time jumping in. She
majored in general human relations, served on
Chapel staff and Student Council, was president
of Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority, performed
water ballet, and continued her pursuits as a
competitive figure skater. “I got excited about
the world I was going out to live in,” she said.
Following graduation in 1952, she accepted a
position managing travel for the chief cartographer of National Geographic magazine.
Years later, a young Navy widow with a
small child, she crossed paths with longtime
Rollins friend Dan Matthews ’55 ’86H, an
Episcopalian priest on his first assignment. The
two had met when she was a College senior,
he a first-year student. “There was such a great
soul behind that face,” she said. “He would buy
tickets to Annie Russell productions and ask me
if I’d like to go with him. Then we’d go out for
coffee afterwards in a car borrowed from a
fraternity brother. He blew the bugle to change
classes—he had a scholarship for that. And he
was coxswain on the crew.”
The couple married in 1960 and embarked
on a lifelong career of helping others. She
began working with youth in Tennessee’s
Cumberland Plateau region, where Dan was
vicar of two rural mountain missions. “Hardly
anyone in our congregation had indoor
plumbing or a telephone,” she said. “Our duties
included stoking the furnace.”
At their next assignment, in Memphis, she
did volunteer work with unwed mothers. In the
summer, she and Dan took their church youth
group on dude ranch and canoeing excursions
in Wyoming. But they had three youths of their
own (including Laurin ’84 ’86MAT, who followed
in her parents’ Rollins footsteps and is now married to Robert Baldwin ’83), and as the children
grew, the Western trips became more difficult.
Then a wonderful opportunity presented
itself. They inherited money “from a bachelor
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Diane “Deener” Vigeant
Matthews ’52

hermit uncle Dan had never met” and used it to
buy 250 mountain acres with a 50-mile view in
North Carolina. “We said to ourselves, ‘We
didn’t earn any of this; we need to share it,’”
Matthews recalled.
In that spirit, The Swag was born—a place
to run their own youth camps and church weekends. With logs reclaimed from old Amish barns
and other structures, and a church they moved
to the property, they built a compound. Ten
years later, they transformed The Swag from a
church retreat into a magical mountaintop
vacation spot—a place that teaches, Matthews
said, “the value of doing absolutely nothing.”
The Swag has the feel of those cozy,
Sunday-afternoon gatherings in Hamilton Holt’s
living room. “I love the nature here,” Matthews
told Mountain Homes magazine. “I love serving
the guests, and creating a place that is a spiritual
escape.” Each year, more than 1,300 guests
are charmed by The Swag’s simple way of living.
“Getting up every morning at The Swag and
seeing the guests and staff gives me the same
feeling I had at Rollins,” Matthews said.
For the first few years, Matthews multitasked as cook, laundress, maid, and buyer.
Today, with a staff of 30, she finds her life more
idyllic. She is truly the innkeeper now, wearing
the hats of concierge, tour guide and, along with
Dan, entertainment director (Dan commutes
between North Carolina and New York in his
service to the Cathedral of St. John the Divine
since retiring in 2004 from his position as rector
of Trinity Church, Wall Street). One of her
favorite tasks: matching the guests for diningroom seating.
Deener and Dan Matthews have remained
close to the place where their connection
began, attending reunions and, earlier this year,
the inaugural meeting of the President’s
Leadership Council. Rollins connections run
deep—lifelong friendships that are as much a
part of the College as its mission of lifelong
learning. The girl who knocked on Deener’s
Pullman door—someone she had never met
before that evening in September 1948—was
Mary “Skook” Bailey ’52. “We saw her at our
55th reunion,” Matthews said.

—Stephen M. Combs ’66

I 1992
In February, Jason Dimitris left his
position as federal prosecutor in the
Southern District of Florida and began
working as chief of staff for Secretary
Bob Butterworth at the Florida
Department of Children and Families.
He writes, “I now regularly work in
both Tallahassee and Miami, and I am
always interested in meeting Rollins
alumni.” Fifteen years after graduating,
John Dukes has reconnected with his
ROC roots. He has gone through a
career change and now finds himself in
two outdoor clubs: full-time at REI, the
outdoor retailer, and part-time at Hill
Country Outdoors, a social outdoor
network in Austin, TX. John writes, “I
get paid to set up hikes, camping trips,
kayaking trips, etc. Sound familiar,
ROCers?” The March 30-April 5, 2007
issue of The Orlando Business Journal
announced that Jose Fernandez (see
Family Additions) resigned from his
position as senior adviser on public
policy and business development for
Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer in order
to open his own consulting firm. Leslie
Jones was featured in “NBC Faces
Trials Bringing ‘Law & Order’ to
France” in the March 1, 2007 issue of
The Wall Street Journal. As head of
international format sales for NBC
Universal, Leslie has been working in
Paris to create a French version of the
show, called Paris Enquêtes Criminelles,
which should begin airing this summer.
After nearly 15 years in book publishing in New York, Suzanne Williams
has started her own PR agency, Shreve
Williams Public Relations, which
specializes in books and authors. She
writes, “Between work and family—2
boys, Finn and Dylan, and 2 Jack
Russell terriers—life is full and good!”

I 1994
Christopher Ihlefeld was named coportfolio manager of Thornburg
Investment Management’s five munici-

pal bond funds. Chris joined
Thornburg in 1996 and has since
served as a program analyst, IT specialist, and bond analyst at the firm. In
2006, he was elected a managing director. After living in Nebraska for a year
and a half, Kara Spofford has moved
to the DC area, where she started a
new position as a training specialist for
the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Services’ (APHIS) Plant
Protection and Quarantine Program.

I 1995
Jane Burley
Schoenborn
works as senior
designer of
accessories and
footwear for Lilly
Pulitzer. She was featured on page 21
of their Early Spring 2007 catalog,
where she is quoted as saying, “This
job is a dream come true. I have worn
Lilly since I was a little girl! I just can’t
get enough of the fun, irreverent, carefree lifestyle Lilly Pulitzer embodies.”
Spring 2007 marked the debut of her
collection featuring day totes, beach
bags, belts, and shoes. Michael Kerr
(see Weddings) works as a corporate
banker at Santander Bank in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil.

Finkelstein ’01 to celebrate Celia’s role
as the understudy for the title role in
the one-woman, off-Broadway play
Becoming Adele. Euribiades Cerrud
has been named to the board of directors for COMIN, whose business consists of importing and exporting sand,
concrete blocks, oil derivatives, and
sugar. He also serves as a board member for CAMIN, a Venezuelan-based
international mining company.
Shannon Gryn Severin and her husband, William, recently bought their
dream home in South Orange, NJ,
where Shannon is a stay-at-home mom
to their 1-year-old daughter, Katherine.
Michelle Segarra Rovira was promoted to assistant principal in the largest

I 1998
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During the holidays, Shannon Barry
met up with Lynn Burke Bogner,
Brandy Mitchell, and Celia
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Lauren Alexander recently joined the
commercial real estate firm J.F.
McKinney & Associates as a leasing
associate. She represents the Prudential
Plaza in Chicago, IL. Chandra Leigh
was recently featured
in Orlando Style
magazine as a finalist in the magazine‘s
“Face of 2007”
Annual Modeling
Contest. She also
acted in Sydney
White and the Seven Dorks, a film starring Amanda Bynes that was shot on
the Rollins campus. Lara May was

Walt Disney World Resort President and
Rollins trustee Meg Crofton ’75 delivered
the keynote address at the Rollins College
Hamilton Holt School Commencement
ceremony in May. “Each of you is the author
of your own life’s story. You’re the producer,
director, script writer, and star,” Crofton told
the 363 graduates, ranging in age from
21 to 65, who were receiving bachelor’s or
master’s degrees. “There may be some
people who try to convince you otherwise.
They may attempt to edit your story, taking
out a virtual red pen and trying to cross
through sections they don’t like. Don’t let
them. It’s your story. And only you can write it.”

Jenny Worth Ferrari (see Family
Additions) and her husband, Michael,
live in Des Moines, IA, where Jenny
works for her family’s 150-year-old
business.

Stephanie Float fulfilled her dream of
moving to Los Angeles, CA, and within a month of being there, she and her
boyfriend moved into a new apartment, bought a new car, and found
temporary jobs. They both had acting
roles in the upcoming John C. Reilly
film Walk Hard, and Stephanie is reading for a leading role in a play with the
Ensemble Studio Theatre. She writes,
“While I miss all of my Rollins NYC
buddies, I have to say that I am loving
LA!” Christie LeMieux-Gannon (see
Weddings) married Tim Gannon, who
is the cofounder of Outback Steakhouse,
and they will be splitting their time
between Palm Beach and Tampa, FL.
She writes, “I look forward to connecting with local Rollins alumni.”

I 2002
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I 1996

I 1997

Columbus, OH, where she is the
sourcing manager on a new brand
being launched at Abercrombie &
Fitch. Maria Paz Noboa now lives in
Miami, FL, where she is working on a
master’s degree in fashion merchandising. She writes, “All my love and best
wishes for 2007!”

high school in Clay County, FL. She is
the county’s youngest and first
Hispanic female school administrator.

admitted to an accelerated PharmD
program at the University of
Appalachia College of Pharmacy.

I 1999

I 2003

Marcos Stafne was recently accepted
into the doctoral program in urban
education at the Graduate Center of
New York City. He is currently the
director of public programs for the
New York Hall of Science. Molly
Yarrington relocated to New York City
to transition from spa management
into a career in real estate with
Prudential Douglas Elliman. She
recently reunited with fellow Rollins
varsity crew alumnae Julia Jerome ’97
’00MHR, Nora Beyrent ’00, Eva
Kotylak ’00, and Deirdre Nealon ’00.

Justin Garrone was featured in the
April 2007 issue of Livedesign in the article “Poker Dome Tournament Flush
With Color.” As associate art director for
Show Partners, a company that handles
art direction, engineering, and operations for the show Poker Dome, Justin
was quoted as saying, “We were going
for an effect to create multiple everchanging backgrounds that could be
used to not only enhance the look of the
set, but also be able to accent certain
parts of the show, giving it a more dramatic look.” Kristin Monahan Garcia
(see Weddings) and her husband, Felipe,
honeymooned in London and Madrid.
They currently live in Lebanon, NH.

I 2000
In December, Sara Davda moved to
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Jose
Rodriguez-Sanjurjo
(see
Weddings) was recently promoted to vice
president for collections at Fairwinds
Credit Union. Sally Smith is excited to
be on the political team in New
Hampshire working to elect Senator
Barack Obama as the next President.
She writes, “In other news, I have a new
addition to my family, my puppy
Franklin, and I recently reconnected
with my best friend from college, Alicia
Stevens. I still think fondly of Rollins
and especially of the English department” (see profile, p. 39). Craig Zissel
recently finished his judicial clerkship
and has started an associate position
with the law firm of Bodie Nagel in
Towson, MD.

I 2004
Since graduating, Giselle Peruyera
received a master’s in international
studies with a focus in security studies
from Florida International University
and is currently attending FAMU
College of Law, where she is studying
international law.
Krista Shirley
spent six months
in India and six
weeks in
Thailand continuing her yoga
studies. She also created a new product
line, Shanti Halu Om. Krista writes, “I
am happy to be back in Orlando teaching again and implementing new programs in Central Florida.” Michael
Thorstad works as a realtor associate at
J. Richard Allison Real Estate in Palm
Beach, FL. Justin Van Dyke is finishing work on his J.D. at Rutgers School
of Law on their Camden campus.

I 2005
Jeffrey DeMott ’06MBA (see Weddings)
is a revenue analyst with Universal
Orlando Resort Sales and Marketing
and serves on the Crummer Alumni
Board, and his wife Sarah Maxson
DeMott is a first-grade teacher at
Lancaster Elementary.

I 2006
Jessica Camplese sends news that she
is “almost at my six-month mark in
Japan,” where she has been working as
a language instructor for Nova Group.
In the fall, David Grasso will be
matriculating at Harvard University’s
JFK School of Government, where he
will pursue a master’s in public policy.
He graduated in the spring with his
master’s in marine affairs from the
University of Miami. Jason
MacMenamin relocated to Fort
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Howard Richards ’53 ’54
A LIFE IN HARMONY ■ Howard

JUDY WATSON TRACY

old school and as a child, von Dohnanyi had
been praised by Brahms. You can’t get more
Richards ’53 ’54 may have lost his eyesight in
old school than that!”
2001, but his artistic vision remains 20/20.
Over the years, Richards has been a
Musical notes come naturally for this 79-yearmusic teacher, music editor, and junior recording
old composer, who continues to write music
director for RCA Classical Records, as well as
daily. “I have always had a creative bent,”
a program designer and adviser at IBM. All
explained Richards, who studied piano and
the while, he has been composing, sometimes
trumpet as a child and remembers writing
jotting down melody lines on book jackets on
“little tunes” as early as grade school.
airplanes. The ASCAP member has reaped
Richards played trumpet for four years at
the rewards of personal satisfaction, glowing
Culver Military Academy, and it took only one
reviews, and international performances
semester at the University of Michigan in Ann
and recordings. And in a world gone atonal
Arbor for him to decide to major in music. His
and dissonant, he has stayed true to his
college studies were cut short when he enlisted
vision of writing lyrical melodies and complein the U.S. Army (rather than be drafted) after
mentary harmonies. “I’ve been accused of
his first year. Even in the service, however, he
writing gardenfound opportuniparty music,
ties to pursue
but at least
his passion. At
good gardenhis first posting
party music,”
in Washington
he joked.
state, he
Recent
remembers
health challenges
“doing pushups
have slowed but
in the snow and
not halted
playing the
Richards. He
trumpet at the
has had three
USO hall.” His
bouts with canmilitary assigncer in the past
ments later took
13 years; and in
him to the Far
2001, he lost
East, where he
his eyesight
studied music
during surgery
theory at the
on what was
University of
Richards and assistant Stephanie Allison ’08
later deterTokyo. It was
mined to be a
while seeing the
benign brain tumor. He has remained
world that he honed his vision for his music
productive thanks to the help of wife Jeanne,
and what it would say to the world.
student assistants from Rollins, and the
Richards’ interest in Rollins’ music program
latest in music-software technology.
was piqued when he chanced upon a College
Several days a week, Rollins music majors
catalog in Japan. After returning to the States,
come to Richards’ home to assist with
he entered Rollins and began a period of
computer input of his musical scores via a
composing, writing, and conducting that
state-of-the-art program called Sibelius,
garnered him stellar reviews and, by popular
which they use in their composition classes
demand, repeat performances. He became
at Rollins. “It’s a slow process,” Richards
the first Rollins undergraduate to write the
said, “and student help is essential.
book, lyrics, and orchestrations, and conduct
We’ve had to discover the Sibelius way to
the pit orchestra for his musical comedies. At
do unusual things—like inputting the
his senior recital, he caught the eye of critics
descending arpeggios in my piece The
for the maturity of his compositions for a wide
Shogun’s Young Handmaidens.”
range of instruments and vocal groupings.
Richards stays abreast of medical
Madrigals from that program, set to the poetry
research and hopes recent advances may
of James Joyce, were later published.
one day restore his eyesight. In the
“Cole Porter or George Gershwin?” An
meantime, his artistic vision remains crystal
article in the 1952 issue of The Rollins Alumni
clear. This spring, his CDs became available
Record took up the ongoing debate about
for download on 340 Internet music sites,
Richards’ musical style. The writer concluded
and he is currently selecting compositions—
that it was immaterial, since “everyone was
and writing a new one—for his third CD, a
singing the snappy tunes.” After receiving two
follow-up to The Melodic Howard Richards.
Rollins degrees, one in music composition
On his list of future projects: a choral CD
and a second in music, Richards accepted a
and a symphonic CD of his musicalfellowship to Florida State University to study
comedy numbers.
composition with Ernst von Dohnanyi—“a
—Ruth Jackson
good match,” he explained, “because I was

Lauderdale and co-founded
Commercial Finance Help, Inc., which
brought in over 100 million dollars
worth of business in its first months.
Jason is also assisting in the development of a company that will bridge the
gap between financial genius and scientific developments. WJT Technologies,
Inc. seeks to help scientists get their
findings out to the consumer world by
helping investors feel secure in their
investments and limiting their risk.
Jessica Ray, a student in the applied
experimental and human factors program at UCF, has been awarded the
Castellan Student Paper Award for the
2006 Society for Computers in
Psychology (SCiP) Conference. The
title of her paper, which she coauthored with Rollins Professor of
Psychology Roger Ray, is “Train to
Code: An Adaptive Expert System for
Training Systematic Observation and
Coding Skills.” Jessica presented the
paper at the 2006 conference in
Houston, and the award is presented
to the single best student presentation
(graduate or undergraduate) at the
annual SCiP
meeting. Mike
Weckerle works at
Coldwell Banker
Residential Real
Estate on Park
Avenue in Winter
Park, FL.

I FAMILY ADDITIONS
’86 Gary Hayes
and wife
Deborah,
daughter Padan,
2/7/07.

Ken Jacobs, son Ross,
5/24/06, adopted,
11/26/06.

Michael Siek
and wife Leslie,
son Tristram Michael, 4/8/06.
’88 Jeanne Desrosiers Hill and husband Christopher, son Vincent Patrick,
1/15/07, who joins brother Leo, 4.
’90 Will and Sandy Scandrett
Ellender ’92, daughter Alexandra
Elizabeth, 11/20/05.
’91 John Wolforth and partner Hunter
Galsco, son Hunter, 1/4/07.
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’92 Christina Bradley Smallhorn and
husband Thomas, daughter Serena
Hennings, 4/12/07, who joins sister
Sophie, 3. Jose Fernandez and wife Iris,
daughter Sofia Isabel,
12/26/06, who joins
brothers Jose, 7, and
Samuel, 3.

Kim Schorer
Bertele and husband Theodore, son Max Everett,
12/2/06.
Benjamin Smith
and wife Mellisa,
daughter Sarah
Elizabeth, 10/2/06.
’95 Edward Maple
and wife Carey,
daughter Lily Baye,
12/19/06.
Seana Staley Peck
and husband
Stephen, son
Alexander Luke, 11/15/06, who joins
brother Stephen, 2.
’96 Jenny
Worth
Ferrari and
husband
Michael, son Henry Sumner,
10/25/06, who joins brother Charlie, 2.
’99 Kristen Kelly Heney and husband
Brian, son Connor Emerson, 3/30/07,
who joins Kellan, 3, and Casey, 1.
Bridget White Dinklage and husband
Chris, son
Evan Gary,
11/23/06,
who joins sister Riley
Kathryn, 3.
’02 Jonas and
Junia Jean-Gilles
Beaubrun ’98, son
Josiah Ainuj,
7/15/06. Tara
Haggerty, son
Xander Cash,
2/2/07.

I WEDDINGS
’83 Timothy Leonard to Frances
Thomson, 11/18/06, at the Lyford
Cay Club in the Bahamas.
’84 Michael Ackerman to Alicia
Morin, 7/29/06, in Riviera Maya,
Mexico; attendees: Ray Fannon ’82,

Heidi Tauscher ’82, and Tom Zapcic
’85.
’95 Michael Kerr
to Cecilia Moorby,
9/2/06; attendee:
Maxwell
Wheeler.
’97 Christie LeMieux-Gannon to
Tim Gannon, 3/11/07, in Phuket,
Thailand.
’98 Mark Shanoff
to Alexis Jarvis,
1/13/07, in Knowles
Memorial Chapel;
groomsmen: Ted
McGrath ’99 and
Tucker McGrath
’99.

’99 Sarah Balke
to Robert
Santiago, 1/20/07,
in Knowles
Memorial Chapel.
’02 Stefani Bertino
to John Wood III,
10/14/06, at the
Tradewinds Island

’03 Kristin Collinson to David
Alverson ’00, 6/27/06. Amanda
Longacre to Charlie Dudley ’02
’05MBA, 6/10/06,
in Boca Grande,
FL; bridesmaids:
Lauren Bromley,
Amelie Freedman, Molly
Milowsky, and
Kristen Tamposi; groomsmen:
Gardner Lloyd ’00 ’05MBA, Steve
Castino ’02 ’05MBA, Pung Jeffers ’02
’05MBA, Jordan Caylor ’04, and Tyler
Doggett ’04. Kristin Monahan to
Felipe Garcia,
9/10/06, at the
Inn at
Weathersfield in
Perkinsville, VT;
maid of honor:
Kelly Monahan
’05.
Jose Rodriguez-Sanjurjo to Heather
Washburn, 12/23/06, at All Saints

Church in Winter Park, FL; best man:
Brent Woolfork ’02; attendees:
Kenneth Au Yeung ’01 ’03MBA,
Bernard Wallace ’02, and David
Smith.
’04 Daniel
Konopacki to
Ella Schmitt
’10, 4/18/07,
in Winter Park,
FL; attendees:
Laura Cole
and Eileen Kerr.

Grand in St Petersburg, FL; bridesmaids: Cheryl Coiro, Christyne
Ferris, Kelly Johnson Brandt, Erika
Shoemaker, Anne Elsea ’03, Heather

’03 Lisa
Walker, daughter Avery,
1/27/07.
’05 Matthew and Bethany Turk
Gerber, son Landon James, 12/6/06.

Jessica Niebauer to Christoph Teves,
2/24/07; attendees: women’s tennis
coach Bev Buckley ’75, Jeff Ashburn
’81, Dustin Eberts ’00, Jason Ortiz
’00, Rebecca Spears ’00, and Jenna
Lavina ’01.

Hartenbach ’03, and Dori Parker ’03.

’05 Jeffrey DeMott ’06MBA to Sarah
Maxson, 11/11/06, at the Diplomat
Country Club
and Spa in
Hallandale
Beach, FL; best
man: Harry
Reyes ’06;
bridesmaid:
Brooke
Langston.

I IN MEMORY
’32 Vilma Ebsen died March 12,
2007. A dancer, Vilma became a director of the dance department at Rollins
while she was still in high school and
later went on to perform with her
brother Buddy Ebsen ’30 on
Broadway and the silver screen in
Broadway Melody of 1936. The song
and dance duo became featured
dancers in the vaudeville revue
Broadway Stars of the Future, which
took them to the legendary Palace
Theatre. Vilma also appeared in the
musical comedy Between the Devil,
which ran on Broadway from 1937 to
1938 before moving to Los Angeles in
1941. She is survived by two sons.
’35 Olcott H. Deming ’84H died
March 20, 2007 (see obituary, p. 41).
’39 Dante “Don” A. Cetrulo died
January 29, 2007. Don was a veteran
of WWII and the Korean War. He
served on the Town Council in
Bloomfield, MA for 12 years. After
working as an attorney in private practice for many years, he joined New
Jersey Manufacturers Insurance Co.,
where he specialized in workmen’s
compensation law. Don is survived by
his wife Gloria and two daughters.
’40 Gurney Tilden Grafton died
January 24, 2007. Her daughter Pat
said that her mom “is just as fine and
loving as a human can be. She is a real
lady. To me, Mom is the face of God.”
Gurney is survived by her husband
Joseph, two sons, two daughters, and
sister Mary Tilden Farnsworth ’44.
’42 Janie Stokely Weinberg died on
January 27, 2007. She is survived by a
husband and three sons.
’44 Sarah McFarland Yopp died
March 23, 2007. Sarah was preceded in death by her husband Ira T.
Yopp ’44.
’46 Lindsey C. De Guehery died
January 13, 2007. In his junior year on
an athletic scholarship at Rollins,
Lindsey joined the Navy and was a
naval aviator. He was awarded the
Navy air medal with gold clusters and
received citations for valor. After
WWII, Lindsey returned to Rollins
and completed his degree. After
graduation, he was a practicing
chiropractor for 43 years in Winter
Park, FL. Lindsey was preceded in
death by his wife Marian Brown De
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Teresa Greenlees ’97
MAKING CONNECTIONS ■ For Alumni
Association board member Teresa Greenlees
’97, the role that alumni play in the continued
success of Rollins College is simple. “Alumni
participation is a key metric used to determine
the College’s ranking among other institutions,”
Greenlees said. “It’s important for alumni to
stay involved—not just because our contributions are so important to the College, but
because the value of our degrees depends so
much upon the influence those rankings have
on public perception.”
Born on a commune in Tennessee and
raised in Tampa, Florida, Greenlees was lured
to Rollins with a Donald J. Cram Scholarship
in physics. After studying physics for three
years, she realized a career in the field was
not for her. She switched her major to English
at the end of her junior year, and despite the
late change in plans, she was able to graduate on schedule, thanks to the many English
literature courses she had taken as electives.
The list of Greenlees’ campus activities
and achievements over the course of her
four years at Rollins is extensive: student
government, Pinehurst, peer mentor, ballroom
dance team, The Sandspur, physics honor
society, math tutor, Chamber Singers, Sullivan
Scholar, and the national leadership honor
society Omicron Delta Kappa.
Armed with a diverse and well-rounded
background, Greenlees entered a career in
marketing after graduation, and she has since
worked her way up to marketing manager at
Raymond James Financial. She credits Rollins
with helping her achieve professional success.
“Rollins’ academic environment is designed to
cultivate independent leaders through the
seminar-style classes that favor discussion
and reinforce critical-thinking skills,” she said.
“What I learned there has been extremely
valuable in my career.”
It appears her decision to shift gears her
junior year was the right one. Greenlees loves

her work in
marketing,
citing not
only the creativity of the
profession,
but also the
opportunities
to flex her
analytical
muscles—the
perfect match,
it seems, for
someone with
a background in both the hard sciences and
English. In 2005, she was named one of
Tampa Bay Business Journal ’s “30 Under 30”
and one of Tampa Bay Metro Magazine’s “15
People to Watch in 2005.”
Now in her third year on the Alumni
Association board, she is particularly
interested in seeing how the College has
chosen to address quality-of-life issues for
students. “When I was on campus, one of the
biggest challenges I saw was the lack of
connectedness between students,” she said.
“My involvement in so many different activities
was critical to my sense of belonging to
the College.”
Greenlees sees the new, studentgoverned Academic Honor Code as an
important step in helping students take a more
active stake in the success of their fellow
students. “I understand that Rollins is now
also considering implementing a similar social
honor code,” she said. “Asking students to be
responsible not only for their own behavior but
for that of every other student on campus
could have a profound impact on the culture
of the campus. Plus, if students feel more
connected to each other and to the College,
they are more likely to remain engaged as
alumni and hopefully, will stay connected for
life.”—Russ J. Stacey ’05HH

Guehery ’66MAT and is survived by
two sons and a daughter.

(OH) until her retirement last May.
She is survived by three sons.

’46 Molly Rugg Giles died February
28, 2007. Molly was not afraid to blaze
new trails, whether it was running for
public office as the 26-year-old mother
of an infant in the 1950s or keeping up
with the ever-changing technology of
computers as an 81-year-old librarian.
In 1952, she ran for the Ohio legislature, but lost in a close race during
which critics questioned whether she
could do the job and raise an infant.
Molly worked as head of adult services
at the North Olmstead branch of the
Cuyahoga County Public Library

’46 Edwyna von Gal died December
21, 2006.
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’47 Iris Wood O’Brien Coffey died
March 5, 2007. Iris was a scientific
review administrator with the National
Institute on Drug Abuse, where she
coordinated the evaluation of thousands of applications for grant funding
to support leading-edge substanceabuse research. She retired in 2005 and
moved to Kailua Kona, Hawaii. Iris is
survived by her husband Lee Coffey.

’48 Boris Arnov died November 15,
2006. He is survived by his wife
Venice.
’50 Gail Hastings Slicer died January
30, 2007. Active in Republican politics
in Connecticut, Gail was a member of
the Young Republicans Committee,
was involved with the Vernon
Republican Town Committee, and was
a Justice of the Peace. In 2006, she
received the 2nd District Congressional
Award. In addition to politics, Gail was
a volunteer at Rockville General
Hospital and for the American Red
Cross. She is survived by her husband
Herbert, two sons, and two daughters.

’50 Carol Posten Miller died October
18, 2006. A Kappa Kappa Gamma
alumna, Carol was a former chairwoman and founder of her church’s
Meals on Wheels kitchen and ran the
annual church fair held in its courtyard.
She was also a member of the Junior
League of Baltimore and sang in its
Lark a capella ensemble. Carol is
survived by her husband William, two
sons, and two daughters.
’52 Marion M. Israel died August 2,
2006. He is survived by his wife
Cecilia, two sons, and a daughter.
’52 D. Marshall Stone died March
17, 2007. After graduating from
Rollins, he served in the Navy in Japan
then studied organ composition and
pipe organ construction in Belgium. In
the late 1990s, he returned to his native
Washington state, where he was an
organist and choirmaster at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Alexandria and
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in
Arlington County, and music director
at the Washington Street United
Methodist Church in Alexandria.
’54 William T. House died October
30, 2006. His wife, Beth, writes, “Bill
was a young-at-heart 78 year old who
loved living life to the fullest and had
a wonderful adventurous spirit. He
had a brilliant mind, was ever the
quipster, and had a fantastic sense of
humor. We built wonderful memories!”
Bill is survived by his wife, a son, and
a daughter.
’54 Jan F. Schloot died March 19,
2007. He is survived by two sons and
three daughters.
’56 Gerald “Bud” Bilensky died
September 23, 2006. While at Rollins,
Bud was a member of Sigma Nu and
rowed on the varsity crew. He is survived by his wife Nancy and two sons.
(Our apologies for the incorrect listing
of this obituary in the Spring 2007
issue of the Alumni Record.)
’56 Alma Cherry Dorfman died
February 26, 2007.
’56 Robert W. Finney died September
25, 2006. (Our apologies for the incorrect listing of this obituary in the
Spring 2007 issue of the Alumni Record.)
’57 Warren Ames, Jr. died on May 21,
2006.

’61 Katharine “Kitten” Andrews
Browne died February 17, 2007.
Kitten was actively engaged in various
organizations, including the Christian
Broadcasting Network’s 700 Club,
Intervarsity Christian Fellowship,
Ronald McDonald House, and Prison
Fellowship. In 2002, she served at the
Billy Graham World Conference in
Amsterdam. During the past few years,
she traveled with the Christian Broadcasting Network’s Operation Blessing
to the Philippines on a medical mission
and to Thailand and New Orleans to
help with tsunami and hurricane disaster relief. Diagnosed with breast cancer
in 1998, Kitten’s cancer remained in
remission until January 2007. She is
survived by a son and a daughter.
’62 Barbara Behm Little died
October 17, 2006. She is survived by
her husband Edgar.
’67 Cathleen Haburton Wells died
July 28, 2006. Speaking about her
wake, Greeley Wells ’66 wrote, “I was
totally amazed at the number of people
whose lives were changed, inspired, and
illuminated by her presence in the
world. There was hardly a dry eye.”
Cathleen is survived by Greeley and
two daughters.
’74 John Bandy died April 24, 2007. He
is survived by his wife Marcia and a son.
’78 J. Carter Beese, Jr. died April 8,
2007. In 1992, Carter was nominated
by President George H. W. Bush to
become one of the five members of the
U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission, where he focused on
cross-border capital flow, the derivatives
market, and corporate governance.
Since 2003, he had been a member of
the President’s Information Technology
Advisory Committee. Carter was also a
senior adviser to the Washington-based
Center for Strategic and International
Studies, a nonpartisan think tank,
and a governor of financial services
for the World Economic Forum. He
is survived by wife Natalie, three sons,
and a daughter.
’81 Nathalia “Tala” Brodie died
February 21, 2007. She was regional
manager of the Benco Dental
Company. Active in the community,
Nathalia was a sustaining member of
the Junior League of Greater Orlando,
a past member of the Winter Park Art
Festival Committee, and served as
president of the Alpha Phi sorority. She
is survived by her parents, her brother

S P O T L I G H T O N YO U N G A L U M N I
—By Vickie Pleus

Sally Smith ’03
sksmith1881@hotmail.com
IT’S ALL POLITICS—Sally Smith ’03 has no trouble
making choices. She chose Rollins for its beautiful
campus and ideal location (“I was close to the beach
so I could surf regularly”). She chose her career in politics
after applying to be a part of EMILY’s List Campaign
Corps a year after graduating from Rollins. Now, she’s
encouraging others to make a choice: for Barack Obama,
the Democratic U.S. Senator from Illinois who is a candidate
for U.S. President in the 2008 election.
In her work on the Political Team for the Obama campaign Smith (l) and Barack Obama’s wife,
in New Hampshire, Smith is responsible for reaching out
Michelle, on the campaign trail
to the state’s citizens about his positions on children’s
advocacy, women’s issues, and education, and listening and responding to the voters’
input. “One of the best parts about my job is meeting amazing people who are really the
backbone of our country—they are the people who help others in very important, yet
unrecognized positions. They are my heroes,” she said.
Finding the words to express Obama’s position likely comes easily to the 26-year-old,
who earned her bachelor’s degree in English. Smith credits her interest in politics to the
literary works she was exposed to at Rollins. “I felt that the point of every book, every play,
every poem I read at Rollins was sending me a message about how to live my life; that
fighting for positive change—however you define that—coupled with good intentions and a
positive attitude, is the path to true fulfillment,” she said. “I chose Obama’s campaign
because I believed in the cause, I think he’s the best person for the job, and I knew I’d
wake up every day excited about my work.”
Before joining the campaign, Smith experienced the excitement of a big win when she
served as field and political director for Nick Lampson as he vied for the post of U.S.
Representative from Texas—Tom DeLay’s former district. “It was a really tough campaign,
but Nick is a great person who deserved to win,” said Smith, a native Texan.
Smith’s boundless energy comes in handy for the long hours that go along with her job.
“Ask anyone who’s worked on a political campaign—it’s brutal,” she said, but well worth the
rewards. “I really just want to do something that makes me happy, and trying to make a
difference for our country makes me very happy.”

Matt MacKelcan ’03
mmackelcan@hotmail.com
MUSICIAN OF NOTE—With a self-described
sound of “American soul and upbeat rock ’n roll,”
Matt MacKelcan ’03 has been picking his way into a
successful music career.
Songwriter, vocalist, and guitarist for a band
named after him, MacKelcan is well known in many
music circles throughout the Southeast and is a
staple of the Orlando music scene. The Matt
MacKelcan Band recently released its second
10-song album, No Turning Back, which was featured in the 2006 Florida Music Festival
(a widely celebrated event hosting the biggest up-and-coming independent acts from the
Southeast), and has performed before a 12,000-plus crowd of Citrus Bowl tailgaters.
“I’m doing what I love to do,” MacKelcan said. “I wake up every day and I’m excited about
playing music.”
A resident of Winter Park, MacKelcan decided to stick around after his graduation from
Rollins to pursue his music career. The 28-year-old music major said his love of writing
blossomed in a high-school 20th-century poetry class and continued to grow at Rollins in
creative-writing and music courses. One of his greatest mentors, Rollins artist-in-residence
and bassist Chuck Archard, contributed to one of the band’s recordings. “He’s an unbelievable
bassist and has guided me through these early stages of my career,” MacKelcan said.
According to MacKelcan, the greatest challenge of a career in music is not the sporadic
schedule, nor the late nights—it’s balancing creativity and business. “In this business, you
definitely have to be savvy; you have to keep the business side of things in line,” he said.
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Lorenzo Borghese ’95

JENI FLYNN HATTER

JENI FLYNN HATTER

get to meet a real “prince charming.” But hundreds of members
of the Rollins community had that unique opportunity in January
during an eagerly anticipated campus visit by Rollins’ own Prince
Lorenzo Borghese ’95.
Borghese, the son of Prince
Francesco and Princess Amanda
Borghese, is a prince by birth. And
charming he is—an asset that no
doubt helped him land the role of
the ninth bachelor on ABC’s popular
reality TV show The Bachelor.
Borghese’s public talk at
Rollins was his first since the television show catapulted him to instant
stardom last fall. More than 250
people were on hand to hear his
reflections on his experience on The
Bachelor: Rome, his time at Rollins,
and his career as an entrepreneur.
It was a jam-packed two days on
campus for the prince: in addition to
his public appearance, he met with
both Arts & Sciences and Crummer
students; the Alumni Association
hosted a reception in his honor;
Sigma Tau Delta, The International
English Honor Society, presented
The prince and the
the former English major an honprincess: Borghese
orary medal; Winter Park Mayor
and Cinderella at
Walt Disney World
David Strong proclaimed Tuesday,
January 23, 2007, “Lorenzo
Borghese Day” in the City of Winter Park; and 15 lucky Rollins
co-eds experienced the night of their dreams, dining with the
dashing, yet down-to-earth celebrity as winners of a “dinner with
the prince” contest—which students declared a “group date.”

(l-r) Steve Miller ’09,
Lara Bueso ’07,
Borghese, and Cat
McConnell ’07

Borghese’s charisma has also served him well in the
business world. After graduating from Rollins in 1995, he worked
for American International Group, Inc. (AIG) while earning an
MBA from Fordham University. In 2001, he launched Royal
Treatment Italian Pet Spa, a company specializing in skin-care
products for pets—not surprising for the grandson of Marcella
Borghese of Princess Marcella Borghese Cosmetics fame.
Borghese explained that his company, owned by MultiMedia
Exposure, was born out of his personal desire to help his black
Labrador retriever, Belle, who suffered from dry skin and didn’t
respond well to other pet products. “She had a problem and I
wanted to find a solution,” he said, aptly summarizing his life
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mission. With cosmetics in his blood and a desire to follow in his
family’s footsteps, Borghese decided to let his entrepreneurial
juices flow and create his own concoctions to help Belle. The
outcome has been a highly successful luxury pet-care line that
now includes nearly 100 products ranging from shampoos to
treats to beds to odor removers—all
made from natural ingredients. The
pet-pampering products are available
online, through the Home Shopping
Network (HSN), and at more than 100
boutiques nationwide.
Last year, in the midst of his business
success, Borghese’s life took an
unexpected twist when a friend suggested
he try out for The Bachelor series. “I
really didn’t think I’d be selected, but I was
ready to settle down and saw it as an
opportunity for a great new experience,”
Borghese said. “Plus, I enjoy meeting
new people. So when the role was
offered to me, I thought to myself, ‘Why
not take this chance?’”
The 34-year-old Italian prince, who
had not previously watched reality
television shows, had a crash course
during the six-week experience. “I had
no idea what a huge production the show
JENI FLYNN HATTER

ROLLINS’ PRINCE CHARMING ■ It’s not every day you

Borghese with some of
the lucky winners of
“dinner with the prince”

was. We would travel with 50 people to one location, while
50 more people were already waiting for me at another
location.” He also learned a lot about Frascati, Italy—
the location of the filming, and a town rich in Borghese
history. “It was really interesting for me to spend time
there and learn more about my heritage,” said
Borghese, who was born in Italy but only lived there
until he was 5 years old.
While he didn’t walk away from The Bachelor with
his future bride, Borghese enjoyed this once-in-alifetime experience—although he admits that adjusting
to life in the public eye had its challenges. “The more
success you have, the more you are going to get
battered and people are going to try to pull you down,” he said.
“You have to realize that they are acting out of jealousy. Just
move on and forget about it. Rely on your family and friends,
and do whatever it takes to be happy.”
Now it’s back to business for Borghese, whose latest ventures
involve creating a private-label line of pet products called Italian
Pet Spa, which will launch at PETCO in July, and a community
pet Web site called Nuzzleplanet.com, where people can post
pictures and bulletin boards of their pooches and other pets. He
also stays busy as a spokesperson for The American Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA).
—Jeni Flynn Hatter

William Brodie ’85, and his wife
Cindy Brodie ’96HH.
’06 Patrick J. Clark,
who majored in theatre
arts, died April 2, 2007
following a courageous
battle with cancer. A
memorial service for Patrick was held
at the Knowles Memorial Chapel on
April 7. Patrick’s family and the
Department of Theatre Arts & Dance
express sincere appreciation for the
outpouring of support from the
Rollins community during Patrick’s
illness. The Patrick Clark Memorial
Scholarship has been established in
Patrick’s memory.
’06 Peter R. Clow died October 22,
2006. He is survived by his wife Ashley
Barnes Clow ’03 and his parents.
Wallace V. “Wally”
Schmidt, professor of
organizational communication at Rollins, died
February 25, 2007.

Wally joined the Hamilton Holt School
faculty in 1989 and received the
Walter E. Barden Award for Excellence
and Innovation in teaching in 1992
and again in 2005. He was the author
of numerous articles and texts, including
the textbook Communicating Globally,
which was published in January 2007.
He is survived by his wife, a son, and a
brother. The Wallace Schmidt Student
Scholarship Fund has been established at
the Hamilton Holt School in his memory. For information, call 407-646-1577.
Jesse B. Morgan, Jr. ’87H, vice
president for business and finance and
treasurer at Rollins from 1979-87, died
January 12, 2006. Jesse served in the
U.S. Navy from 1942-45. He was vice
president and treasurer at Tulane University for 31 years before coming to
Rollins. Months after “retiring” from
Rollins, he assumed the same position
at Pacific University in Oregon and
remained there for two years. He is
survived by his wife Pat, a daughter, a
son, six stepchildren, and a brother.

William E. “Bill” Slavens:
Friend of athletics, friend of Rollins
William E. “Bill”
Slavens, a devoted
friend of Rollins
College, passed away
on January 19, 2007.
Bill and his wife,
Collyn, had a strong
Rollins connection
Collyn and Bill
that began when
Slavens
daughter Jana ’80
entered the College as a freshman. That year, Jana, who was
dating Rollins baseball player Frank Ricci ’79, realized that
several baseball and basketball players were not able to go home
for the winter holidays, and Bill and Collyn opened up their home
to the athletes. Thus began a 16-year tradition of hosting Rollins
baseball and basketball players, coaches, and families—
sometimes as many as 60 people—in their home on holidays.
It’s a tradition that was easy to continue as Rollins became a true
family affair for the Slavens: son John ’83 and daughter Jill ’91
followed their big sister to Rollins, and all three siblings
eventually married their Rollins sweethearts (Jana is now married
to Frank, John is married to Lisa Evans Slavens ’83, and Jill is
married to John Wacker ’91). In 1995, Bill and Collyn were
recognized at the Sports Hall of Fame banquet for their longtime
support of Rollins athletics.
More than 400 people attended Bill‘s memorial service in
Winter Park on January 24, among them some of the hundreds
of alumni who had been touched by his generous spirit through
the years. “The family was astounded and deeply touched by
how many people were there, especially considering my dad’s
quiet nature and very humble beginnings in Molt, Montana,”
John Slavens said. Jim Massa ’81, one of the former Rollins
athletes who enjoyed many a holiday in the Slavens’ home,
explained: “It’s like throwing a small stone into a pond. It doesn’t
make the largest ripple, but if the water is still, it continues to radiate
forever. Over 30 years, Bill touched a lot of people.”

O l c o t t D e m i n g ’ 3 5 ’ 9 4 H: C a r e e r d i p l o m a t ,
first U.S. ambassador to Uganda
Olcott H. Deming ’35 ’94H, who had a
distinguished career as a diplomat and was the
first Ambassador of United States of America to
Uganda, died March 20, 2007 at the age of 98.
The great-grandson of author Nathaniel
Hawthorne, Deming was born in 1909 in
Westchester, New York and grew up in Redding,
Connecticut. After graduating from Rollins in
1935, he worked for the Tennessee Valley
Authority and earned a graduate degree from the University of
Tennessee. He then taught for four years and worked for the State
Department for six years before joining the Foreign Service in 1948.
He spent three years as a public affairs officer in Bangkok and two
years in Tokyo. In 1957, he was made consul general in Okinawa.
Deming returned to Washington in 1959, where he served as director
of the Office of Eastern and South African Affairs in the Bureau of
African Affairs before being appointed an ambassador to Uganda by
President John F. Kennedy in 1961. Following his return from
Uganda in 1966, Deming served as diplomat-in-residence at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and then as coordinator of
the State Department’s Interdepartmental Seminar on Foreign Policy.
After retiring in 1969, he served as director of the Foreign Student
Service Council in Washington and as a trustee of the Experiment in
International Living.
Deming met his wife, the late Louise MacPherson Deming ’37,
at Rollins and they were married in the Knowles Memorial Chapel
following her graduation. He was a founding member of the X-Club
fraternity, on the varsity crew, and a good friend of George Holt, son
of former Rollins president Hamilton Holt ’49H. He served as a
Rollins trustee from 1945 to 1972. He was awarded the Rollins
Decoration of Honor in 1962 after delivering the College’s
commencement address and received an honorary doctor of laws
degree from the College in 1994. His three children, Rust ’64
(married to Kristen Bracewell Deming ’62), John ’66, and
Rosamond ’69, all graduated from Rollins, as did granddaughter
Justine Deming Rodriguez ’85 (daughter of Rust and Kristen).
Deming is survived by companion Elizabeth “Betty” Hood
Phillips, his three children, a sister, three granddaughters, and five
great-grandchildren.

To friends of Suzanne Rossomondo Kreis ’87:
A memorial fund has been established in
memory of Suzy Rossomondo Kreis ’87 for the
Rollins women’s soccer team. For those who
may not have heard, Suzy passed away a few
years ago after a courageous battle with breast
cancer. Suzy, who was my roommate our senior
year in college, was a psychology major and
talented soccer player. When not studying or
working her part-time job at an ice cream shop,
she poured her heart and soul into strengthening
the women’s soccer team. She went on from Rollins to receive her
law degree and enjoyed a very successful career as a prosecuting
attorney in the Tampa area. Her greatest joy was spending time with
her husband and two daughters. She will be remembered by many
for her enthusiasm, intelligence, generosity, and caring nature.
If you would like information about the Suzy Kreis Memorial
Fund, please contact Katie Dodds ’87 at kdodds@ltsg.edu or Robert
McEwan, Development Officer, at rmcewan@rollins.edu. Together,
we can honor Suzy’s memory and leave a legacy for female studentathletes who want to fulfill their soccer dreams at Rollins.
Thank you,
— K a th l e e n D o d d s ’ 8 7
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REGIONAL EVENTS

*Alumni Association Board of Directors

LOS ANGELES

SAN FRANCISCO
Alumni in the San Francisco area attended a reception with President Lewis
Duncan at the City Club of San Francisco in March. Thank you to steeringcommittee members Dave Berto ’56*, Carla Borsoi ’92 ’95MBA, Sam
Hocking ’87, and Doug Satzman ’96.

In February, Los Angeles-area alumni gathered at Maggiano’s Little Italy to mingle
and meet with President Lewis Duncan. Thank you to steering-committee members Asunta D’Urso Fleming ’81*, Janis Hirsch ’72, Chris Holmes ’02, Frank
Joseph ’75, John
Kavanaugh ’83, Richard
Rothschild ’72, and Gerrie
Santos ’00MBA.

(l-r) Katie Marzullo ’02, Lori Simunek ’02, Ti m
Stevenson, Janis Hirsch ’72, and Karen
Kreider ’70
(l-r) Trisha Beharie ’02 and Caroline Rich ’01
(l-r) Gordon Sanderson, Carolyn Sanderson (l-r) Doug Satzman ’96 and
Rob Haralson ’96
’92HH, and Jennie Stark ’00MBA

(l-r) Scott Morrison ’76
’77MBA, Bob Barnhill ’75,
Brant “The Beez” von
Hoffman ’76,
Frank Joseph ’75,
Bob Russo ’75,
Bill Gaudreau ’77, and
John Pattyson ’77

(l-r) Jay Roby ’98, Karen Chapman ’95, Rodney Woodstock ’94,
David Stegmiller ’95 ’98MBA, and Patricia Stegmiller

A T L A N TA
Atlanta area alumni and current parents
had the opportunity to visit with Vice
President for Academic Affairs and
Provost Roger Casey at a reception at
the Piedmont Driving Club this past
February. Thank you to steeringcommittee members Peter Bok ’92*,
Mike Davino ’77, Ray Fannon ’82*,
(l-r) Megan Rowland ’00, Donna
Kristina Fuller ’05, Eric Schmook
Ford Gober ’99, and Katie
’06MBA, Heidi Tauscher ’82, and
Roberts Smith ’99
Jane and Trevor Woodhams ’73.
At left (l-r) Development
Officer Leslie Carney ’03,
Bob Birdsong ’75, Jane
Woodhams, and Trevor
Woodhams ’73

(l-r) Efren Gonzalez, Asunta
D’Urso Fleming ’81*, and
Jo h n Ka va n a u g h ’ 8 3

(l-r) Kristopher Fogel ’05, Anna Rosenbaum
’02, Jim Dempsey ’03 ’04MBA, Jonathan
Strout ’05, and Heather Foss ’05

(l-r) Vice President for
Academic A f f a i r s a n d
Provost Roger Casey,
Alex Johnston ’92, and
Bill Blass ’91

At right (l-r)
Gigi Morgan ’79,
Brian Hill ’94, and
Kristina Fuller ’05

At right (l-r) Mike Davino ’77,
Chuck Gustis, and Mary
Kauffman Gustis ’63

To view more regional event photos, visit:
www.rollins.edu/alumni/events
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Q & A PERSPECTIVES

{

“If you could walk into any painting and
a c t u a l l y experience the moment it depicts,
w h i c h p a i n ti n g w o u l d y o u c h o o s e a n d w h y ? ”

}

Todd Tindall ’91

Carol Graham Beck ’79

toddtindall@msn.com

CGBARTS@aol.com

The artist in our family is my 7-year-old
daughter, Savannah, whose favorite
artist is Pablo Picasso. I asked her what
her favorite pictures were by Picasso,
and she named Guernica, Spanish,
and the Three Musicians. Since she
also enjoys music, dancing, and playing
the piano, the obvious choice was the Three Musicians. Being a quantitative money manager, I appreciate Picasso’s geometric patterns in
this cubism style painting that Savannah seems to be fascinated with,
as well. The scene seems to be playful and reminds me of when our
family enjoys time together out in the local south Tampa restaurants
listening to musicians entertain. Savannah and I recently attended her
Girl Scout’s father-daughter dance, and if we stepped into the painting,
I could see us right there dancing and having a great time. The bands
playing on the Sandspur, at Harpers, or at ATO parties also come to
mind, and stepping into the picture and going back to my Rollins days
to relive the great times and experiences would be a blast.

As a former art history major, this was an
easy pick! Sandro Botticelli’s Birth of
Venus is one of my very favorite paintings.
I first saw it at the Uffizi when I was 20. I
was bowled over by its scale, the sheer
beauty of Venus, and Botticelli’s exquisite
draftsmanship. It seemed as close to perfection as an artist could paint! Little did I
realize that nearing age 50, I’d simply long
for a little pampering, such as our goddess enjoys. Former Rollins
roommate Mardi Gradolf ’79 will attest to how frequently she’s heard me
say that too much work and not enough pampering do not a
goddess/queen/princess make! Truth be told, whenever I am by the
ocean, it’s not unusual for me to throw modesty to the wind and whip off
my suit—far out in the ocean blue! Though I’m a far cry from a Botticelli
babe, I can dream.

Catherine Hewitt Susko ’76
cathysusko@comcast.net
Since I was an art history major at Rollins, this question was perfect
for me. My love of art was enhanced at Rollins by Bob Lemon and
Hallie Lu Hallam. Through them I learned to love the Renaissance
(though I always misspelled it on exams), but go into a Renaissance
painting? What if I got caught in
some sort of Art Time Warp and
could never get back? Or even
worse, caught in this moment
and place, hanging on someone’s wall for ever! The
Renaissance was probably a
thrilling time for the privileged
class, but for the masses, it must
have been lots and lots of drudgery. Instead of dancing in the palazzo of Lorenzo Il Magnifico, I could
be on my hands and knees scrubbing the palazzo floors for eternity.
No thank you! Instead, I’ll take Still Life in the Studio, Nice (1923) by
Henri Matisse. The room is alive with color and pattern, a record
player sits on the sideboard, fruit is on the table, and a fabulous
sunny day waits through the window. Eternity spent in a sunny day in
Nice? Much better!

To v i e w o t h e r r e s p o n s e s t o t h i s i s s u e ’s q u e s t i o n ,
v i s i t w w w. r o l l i n s . e d u / a l u m n i / p e r s p e c t i v e s .

Phyllis Zatlin ’60
pzatlin@hotmail.com
What painting could be more inviting
than Velázquez’s Las Meninas (1656)?
Cervantes and Shakespeare made effective
use of metadrama; Velázquez experiments
brilliantly with metapainting, putting within his
canvas himself, a reflected image of the king
and queen, and members of the court who watch the painting in progress.
Moved by the power of Las Meninas, Spanish playwright Buero Vallejo
was inspired to write his provocative play of the same title (1960) in which
he brings the painting to life. In Madrid’s Prado Museum, Velázquez’s
masterpiece is now displayed in a large room to accommodate the
crowds, but when I saw it years ago, it was by itself in a small room.
Because of a large mirror on the opposite wall, viewers could place
themselves within the painting and place themselves in the court scene.
Now, through imagination, I am able to relive that magic moment.

QUESTION

FOR THE NEXT ISSUE:

“What is your favorite saying, quote, or
e x p r e s s i o n , a n d w h y ?”
We want to hear from you! Please e-mail or mail your answer (150
words maximum) and a photograph of yourself (digital photos must
be in jpg format, minimum 300 dpi) to Laura Cole in the Office of
Alumni Relations at ljcole@rollins.edu or 1000 Holt Avenue - 2736,
Winter Park, FL 32789. Deadline: Friday, August 17, 2007.
Note: Rollins reserves all editorial rights and final decisions for inclusion
of Q&A submissions.
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Return to your alma mater and relive your
Rollins memories and create new ones with
fellow alumni, students, faculty, and staff
during this campus-wide celebration.

Homecoming Schedule:
Friday, October 19
Alumni Tailgate Party
Men’s Soccer vs. Flagler
2007 Boyd Coffie Golf Classic
Saturday, October 20
Take Me Out to the Ballgame:
Alumni vs. Tars
Alumni Barbecue at
Harper-Shepherd Field
Men’s and Women’s Swimming
vs. Team Orlando

For more information, visit www.rollins.edu/alumni/homecoming or call 1-800-799-ALUM (2586).
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Show
your Rollins
PRIDE
Promote.
Recruit.
Involve.
Donate.
Employ.

I Promote
Promote Rollins College through conversation, by wearing Rollins attire, by
displaying window stickers—any way you can.

I Recruit
Assist with the recruitment of quality students. Bring them to campus
yourself or refer students and parents to the Office of Admission.

I Involve
Become involved with College and Alumni activities. Attend an event in your area
or come back to campus. We’re committed to providing social and intellectual opportunities for you to stay in touch. Rollins College Alumni …
Connected for Life!

For more information about
ways you can show your Rollins
PRIDE, visit us on the web at
www.rollins.edu/alumni/PRIDE
or call us toll-free at 800-799ALUM (2586).
We’re always looking for ways to
connect with you and have exciting
news to share via e-mail. If you’ll
send us your e-mail address by
using the contact form at
www.rollins.edu/alumni/connected,
we’ll make sure to keep you
informed.

I Donate
Create a bright future for your alma mater and enhance the experiences of
current students by contributing to The Rollins Fund.

I Employ
Employ our students and our alumni. Be part of a growing network of
alumni who share their professional expertise and connections.

To learn more, contact us:
Rollins College
Office of Alumni Relations
1000 Holt Avenue – 2736
Winter Park, FL 32789
Phone: 407-646-2266
Toll-free: 800-799-ALUM (2586)
Fax: 407-646-1556
Email: alumni@rollins.edu
Web: www.rollins.edu/alumni
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1000 HOLT AVENUE
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SPRING REUNION BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!

REUNION 2008
March 28-30, 2008
As you may be aware, in 2004 Rollins moved from its traditional spring reunion
to a “new” reunion venue, Homecoming, which has taken place in the fall for the
past three years. While Homecoming has been popular with alumni, there has been
strong sentiment and enthusiastic encouragement expressed for returning to a
springtime reunion celebration. After carefully considering feedback from alumni,
the Office of Alumni Relations is excited to announce the return to a spring reunion
in 2008.
In order to allow ample planning time in making the transition to the spring
format, all alumni with class anniversaries in 2007 and 2008 will celebrate
their reunions in March 2008.

70t h

Reunion—1937, 1938

60t h Reunion—1947, 1948
50t h Reunion—1957, 1958
40t h Reunion—1967, 1968
30t h Reunion—1977, 1978
25t h Reunion—1982, 1983
20t h Reunion—1987, 1988

Join us for what is sure to be one of the
biggest reunions in Rollins history as alumni from
neighboring class years celebrate their
special anniversaries!
The traditional reunion activities will once again reverberate across campus as
we welcome alumni back for a grand spring weekend of Rollins pride, spirit, and
camaraderie. As always, all alumni are welcome and encouraged to attend the
festivities.
Plan ahead now for Reunion 2008 and come home to Rollins to reconnect
with classmates, revisit the beautiful campus, remember good times shared with
friends, and reminisce about days gone by. Look for more information and details
in the upcoming issues of the Rollins Alumni Record and FOXflash e-Newsletter.

10t h Reunion—1997, 1998
5t h Reunion—2002, 2003

Visit the Alumni Association at

w w w.rollins.edu/alumni

